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Let’s Talk About It...
The Undecided/ New Voter

La Prensa Texas 210-686-0600

By Yvette Tello
The 2018 midterm elec-

tions are revealing a record 
amount of new voter regis-
trations. Also, in elections 
across the country, there 
seems to be a large volume 
of undecided voters. What 
advice in general would 
you give a new voter? an 
undecided voter? Let’s talk 
about it....

Patrick Southard: 
“I would say, don’t vote 
Democrat or Republican. 
Look at the candidates and 
see which one supports the 
most of your ideals. Abor-
tion, gun rights, healthcare, 
freedom of speech, etc. That 
should be the candidate you 
vote for. I’m so sick of smear 
campaigns.”

Mary Svetlik Watkins:  
“I had a mixed ballot this 
year. I vote based on my 
ideals and morals. Research 
your candidates.”

Vicky Ward:  “If you 
don’t vote, you won’t have 
a say.”

Judy Gomez:  “Your 
vote makes a difference. 
Be knowledgeable of your 
candidates.”

Emily Hoop: “ It is your 
right, privilege, and duty 
to vote. I bring my kids 
every year with me so they 
will learn this. I was on one 
ticket and my husband was 
on another. I noticed that 
they separated the parties 
when voting. Is this a coin-
cidence?”

This column will highlight inspiring stories of Latino leaders.  For more than 500 years, 
Latino men and women have positively influenced the face of United States society. Let us 
celebrate these outstanding hispanics.

By Leonard Rodriguez

Born in San Antonio, Texas, in 1916, Henry B. Gonzalez was barred from restaurants reserved for the anglo community. 
After earning his law degree, he entered politics in the ‘50s. Elected to the San Antonio City Council in 1953, Gonzalez put 
an end to segregation in city facilities. In 1956, he was elected to the Texas Senate, and went on to become the first Texan 
of Mexican ancestry to serve in U.S. Congress. A man of the people, an outspoken advocate of equal rights for minorities 
and one of great filibusters in U.S. history. Gonzalez twice held the senate floor for more than 20 hours, rallying against 
bills that would increase racial segregation.
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About the Cover Artist: 
 Ricardo Duardo

By Dr. Ricardo Romo
Ricardo Duardo (1952-

2014) grew up in East Los 
Angeles and became an art-
ist in the early 1970s just as 
Chicano art was emerging.  
At age 28 he enhanced his 
commitment to Chicano art 
with the founding of his first 
print studio, Hecho en At-
zlan.  He excelled in painting 
and print making, mentoring 
and working with hundreds 

of Latino artists in his highly 
acclaimed Eastside print 
studio, Modern Multiples.  
Shortly after his death in 
2014, the McNay Museum 
in San Antonio honored him 
with a solo art exhibit of 
Pop Art. His paintings at the 
McNay featured many pop 
art images, including Marlon 
Brando, Pablo Picasso, Billy 
Holiday and Elvis Presley.  

Spread the Vote Texas is now up and running in San 
Antonio, TX! Spread The Vote obtains government-
issued photo IDs for eligible voters. We are building 
a scaleable and sustainable way to help voters get the 
IDs they need for job, housing, voting, and election day. 
Spread The Vote is a New Nonpartisan 501c3 Nonprofit 

(EIN 81-5308494) founded by Kat Calvin. There are 21 million eligible voters in America 
that do not have a photo ID. You need an ID to work, find housing, open a bank account, 
government assistance, head start and in 20 states including Texas, TO VOTE!

In the state of Texas, you have to have a government issued photo ID to vote. You can vote 
with one of these IDs:

Texas driver license issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS)
Texas Election Identification Certificate issued by DPS
Texas personal identification card issued by DPS
Texas license to carry a handgun issued by DPS
United States military identification card containing the person’s photograph
United States citizenship certificate containing the person’s photograph
United States passport

With the exception of the U.S. citizenship certificate, the identification must be current 
or have expired no more than 4 years before being presented for voter qualification at the 
polling place. Don’t have one of these IDs? Don’t worry, we can help. Text or call Ramon 
Chapa, Jr. (210) 365-5250, or email us at ramon@spreadthevote.org and we can help you 
go through all of the steps and pay all of the fees to get your ID!

Find us at @SpreadTheVoteUS and Facebook.com/SpreadTheVoteUS.

NON- PROFIT HIGHLIGHT
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By Ricardo Romo
In the past few decades the 

undecided and independent 
voters have proved a signifi-
cant force, often the tipping 
point in critical presidential 
elections.  In the presiden-
tial election of 2000, the 
independent voters secured 
an electoral college  victory 
for George W. Bush over 
Al Gore.  In the most recent 
presidential election of 2016, 
the undecided voters came 
through for Donald Trump 
over Hillary R. Clinton in 
key electoral states.

This year’s state and local 
elections are as important as 
ever, and the  congressional 
midterm elections across 
America are especially sig-
nificant. Does that mean that 
most registered voters are 
going to the polls to vote?  
Not necessarily. The voter 
group to watch—and those 
who could make a crucial  
difference—are the undecid-
ed and independent voters.

The undecided voters pose 
special problems for pollsters 

and get-out-the-vote groups.  
Many of these voters will not 
decide until the last week for 
whom they will vote. Just 
who are these voters?  In the 
last two presidential elec-
tions they were identified as 
younger—age 34 and under, 
moderates, and less educated 
than other voters. 

Over the past few months 
the media has flooded voters 
with thousands of political 
ads.  Despite all the political 
propaganda and mailings, 
these approaches seem to 
make little difference to the 
undecided voters.  These 
voters are not politically en-
gaged and in some cases are 
turned off by politics. 

Studies show that unde-
cided voters generally have 
the least information about 
the candidates compared 
with other voters and thus 
many might stay away from 
the polls. Chris Cilliza noted 
in the Washington Post:   
“Because so many of those 
undecided are low informa-
tion voters, crafting a mes-

sage that works is next to 
impossible.”

Nate Cohn  of the New 
York Times  wrote  that 
among undecided voters, 
more than half—56 percent 
of them— don’t know ei-
ther candidate. In contrast,  
more than 83 percent  of the 
decided voters know the can-
didates and what they stand 
for.  Cohn added that in the 
Sun Belt districts, “Hispanic 
voters make up 35 percent 
of the undecided voters, 
compared with 25 percent of 
those who are decided.”

Political analyst Dylan 
Scott of VOX  noted that, 
“This year’s undecided vot-
ers are more moderate and 
conservative.  Scott con-
cluded:  “Demographically 
the undecided voters this 
year are not highly educated, 
and probably don’t identify 
with one party or the other.”  

In  23rd Congressional 
District race, the undecided 
vote could make a differ-
ence. This district is one of 
the largest congressional 
districts in America with 
an estimated 150,000 vot-
ers.  The election  pits the 
incumbent Republican Will 
Hurd against the political 
newcomer, Democrat Gina 
Ortiz Jones.

In a Siena College Poll of 
this race, the 23rd Congres-
sional District,  the New 
York Times reported survey 
results from early Septem-
ber, 2018 that demonstrated 
that  “About 7 percent of 
voters said that they were un-
decided or refused to tell us 
whom they would vote for.  
On questions about issues, 

these voters most closely 
resembled Democrats.”

We don’t know what mo-
tivates undecided voters to 
show up at the polls, and 
the voting behavior of inde-
pendents is almost as hard 
to determine.   In a recent 
article titled “Independents 
Will Determine the Midterm 
Elections,”  John Tantillo 
wrote “… the political land-
scape has changed and both 
Democrats and Republicans 
are now the minority parties, 
and it’s the Independents 
who rule.”

The evidence for this po-
litical shift is in a recent 
Gallup poll which showed 
that “most voters are neither 
Democrats nor Republicans. 
They are Independents.”  As 
of last month,  Independents 
comprised 44 percent of the 
electorate, Democrats 27 
percent, and Republicans 26 
percent.” (Gallup Poll)

The strength of the inde-

pendent voters varies  across 
the nation.  Nowhere are 
they more visible than in 
California where they are 
nearly five million strong.  
California registered 19 mil-
lion voters this year with 
Democrats constituting a 
large majority with 44.6 
percent, Republicans with 
25.4 percent,  and  “no party 
preference” (independents) 
at 24.9 percent.

With only a week to go 
before the midterm elections 
and many of the races ex-
tremely tight, it is no time to 
take any one group of voters 
for granted. The expectation 
is that the undecided and in-
dependent voters will play an 
important role in this election 
and in the 2020 presidential 
race. We will see.  But no 
matter what party you are 
affiliated with, get informed 
about the issues, and—be 
sure to vote!  

The Importance of Undecided and 
Independent Voters
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By Rosie Speedlin-Gonzalez
Her name was Beatrice Ro-

driguez Garcia. My ‘Buelita. 
She was one of six children 
born to Mama Lola. Her 
brothers were Macario, Vi-
cente and Tirco, Her sisters 
were Rosa and Maria, my 
namesakes. As my Mom 
would tell it, ‘Buelita was 
the only child of the six who 
was legitimized by their fa-
ther. You see . . . their father 
had another family in town. 

Mama Lola was his mistress. 
Mom wasn’t real clear on 
why ‘Buelita was the only 
one he legitimized, but he 
seemed to favor her, get 
her gifts, take her with him 
into town, and had the most 
interaction with her out of 
all his children with Mama 
Lola. Mama Lola lived alone 
with her children out in el 
rancho, close to El Calaboz. 
She was known to have a 
wild streak and Mom would 
tell the story of how Mama 
Lola liked to ride horseback, 
often with as little clothing 
on as possible. Mama Lola 
also had the custom of light-
ing Menorahs around her 
house at certain times of the 
year and couldn’t really say 
why she did it only that it was 
always done that way and 
that’s how she was brought 
up to do things. ‘Buelita was 
the only person I ever knew 
that was born in the 19th 
century, 1899 to be exact. 
She passed in 1969, but I still 
have vivid memories of my 
grandma, as if I had just lived 
them yesterday. She wore 
her hair in a bun or thick 
braid, pulled back tight with 
“peinetas”. It was the type of 
hair uncommon for people of 
indigenous heritage, it was 
wavy, but a more tight wave, 
like the hair one would see 
in people of Persian descent. 
Her skin was olive tone “y 
tenia ojos castanos y claros.” 
She married Samuel, my 
grandfather, at a young age 

and gave birth to Romeo, 
Samuel, Araceli and Alicia, 
my Mom. Although 49 years 
have passed since ‘Buelita 
left us, I can still remember 
the weekends when she and 
Grandpa would pick me up 
in their white Dodge Dart. It 
was a 2 door, with red inte-
rior and a black top. I would 
sit between them and every 
time Grandpa would speed 

up ‘Buelita would shout out, 
“Ooooooooooooo!” I think 
she did it just to watch me 
giggle and laugh with joy. 
I can still smell ‘Buelita’s 
scent which was a combi-
nation of Tres Flores Bril-
lantina in her hair and Tres 
Caritas Crema on her face. 
She used to like to wear a 
navy, blue dress with tiny 
white polka dots and a lace 
collar. On those weekends I 
spent at the beach or el ran-
cho with her, I followed her 
everywhere. From her living 

room through the archway, 
which I loved to run under 
because over it hung beaded 
curtains. I would run from 
her bedroom into the kitchen 
where she cooked. I can still 
see the painting over her 
bed of Jesus praying in the 
moonlight on the eve before 
his crucifixion. I can’t forget 
the aroma of the corn tortillas 
she cooked on the comal. 

Saturday nights consisted 
of her neighbor, Rafaelito, 
coming over to hang out 
(I loved Rafaelito. He was 
young and handsome, and 
looked like one of The Bea-
tles) and later ‘Buelita fill-
ing la tina with warm water 
from the olla on the stove, 
then ‘Buelita would have 
me stand in it and pour cups 
of warm water over me with 
a tin cup and bathe me. The 
day she passed and the days 
that followed still bring a 
lump to my throat. I remem-

ber standing in the hallway 
watching my Mom as she 
answered the phone. It was a 
call from the hospital where 
‘Buelita had been staying. 
I watched my Mom as she 
leaned forward and then 
shrunk into the chair next to 
the phone and began to cry 
like I have never seen her cry 
since. Lolita, our maid, came 
over to me, picked me up and 
took me outside. Over the 
next few days, many people 
came in and out of the house, 
uncles, cousins, relatives, 
friends. I was only about 4 
years old but remember be-
ing held back near la carroza 
at the funeral home because 
I wanted to see my ‘Buelita 
but no one would let me 
get close to the grown ups. 
Daddy held me in his arms 
as I fought him, kicked him 
and asked him to let me go 
and put me down. He didn’t. 
He just held me tight, reas-
suring me that everything 
would be alright and that the 
grown-ups would take care 
of everything. I never got the 
chance to say good-bye to 
my ‘Buelita and to this very 
day miss her dearly. She was 
the only grandmother I ever 
knew. She was my first play-
mate. my first best friend . . . . 
She loved me. My ‘Buelita’s 
love was oh so special and 
everlasting, so strong I can 
still feel her love and pres-
ence in my life to this very 
day. I will always miss her.

MANGUERA MEMORY: 
Abuelita

Rosa Maria Gonzalez, B.A., J.D., 
C.W.L.S.
Board Certified- Child Welfare Law 
Specialist, National Association of 
Counsel For Children, as authorized by 
the American Bar Association and the 
Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
Born and bred in Brownsville, Texas, 
Gonzalez has lived in San Antonio for 
over 30 years. She attended St. Mary’s 
University where she earned her Bach-
elor of Arts in Political Science and 
later her law degree.
Gonzalez has a family law practice 
and is a graduate of the Women’s 
Campaign School at Yale University. 
She has a long established history of 
coordinating campaigns and consulting 
for women candidates.

GROWING UP LATINO
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By Dr. Palafox
1. Does anyone in your 

family have breast cancer?  
When answering this ques-

tion, please consider your 
mami and your papi’s side 
of the family, abuelitos y 
abuelitas, tios, tias and adult 
primos.  It is also important 
to know how old they were 
when they were diagnosed. 
If there are more than two 
family members with breast 
cancer, especially on the 
same side of the family, this 
may mean a higher risk of 
breast cancer for you.

2. How old were you with 
your first baby? Women who 
have never had children, or 
who had their child after the 
age of 35 have a slightly 
higher risk of breast cancer.

3. How much do you 
weigh?  I will not tell you 
how much I weigh, but I put 

myself in the category of 
gordita.  Those you who are 
like me are also at a slightly 
higher risk of breast cancer.  
We store and produce hor-
mones in our fat, so the extra 
hormone puts us at higher 
risk.  The good news is, we 
are in control of this risk!  
All we have to do is lose 
weight! No more Oscar’s 
Puffy Tacos…

4. Are there any other 
cancers in your family?  
Does anyone have uterine, 
ovarian, colon, pancreatic 
or prostate cancer?  These 
cancers may also may you 
higher risk for breast cancer-
-it’s a genetic thing.

5. Do you have chi-chis?  
The bottom line is this:we 

are women and breast cancer 
is the most common type of 
cancer we get.  Any woman 
can get breast cancer, even if 
you didn’t answer yes to any 
of the above questions. 

One in eight of us will get 
breast cancer at some point 
in our lives; mammogram 
can find a breast cancer when 
it so small you can’t feel 
it. As Mexican-American 
women, our risk for being 
diagnosed with breast can-
cer at a later stage--there are 
probably lots of reasons for 
that.  Let’s change that by 
knowing what our risk is and 
changing those things we 
can change, like our gordita 
status and getting mammo-
grams.

What is Your Risk for Breast Cancer?  
Take This Quiz and Find Out!

Paid Advertisement

Dr. Maria Palafox is a general surgeon 
trained in the most cutting-edge endo-
scopic and laparoscopic techniques. 
Dr. Palafox offers these advanced 
techniques to her patients in the San 
Antonio area for several procedures, 
including gallbladder removal and 
hernia repair.
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Consumer Protections   
National Security            
Public Safety                 
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from Harm Investment 
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Common 

Good
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For Oneself
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The Blue Wave 
Democratic Party Values

BELIEF IN THESE VALUES IS WHY DEMOCRATS  SUPPORT:

Public Education                                                 
Living Wages                                                                                                                         
Voting Rights                                                         
Women’s Rights 

Universal Healthcare  
Job Training                    
Civil Rights                     
Immigration Rights

2018 GENERAL ELECTION IMPORTANT DATES:

Last day to register to vote                                     
First day of early voting    
Last day to apply for Ballot By Mail                        
Last day of early voting                                           
Election Office receives Ballot by Mail                                         
General Election Day

Beto O’Rourke, United State Senator ✓

Joseph Kopser,  U.S. Representative, District 21 ✓

Lloyd Dogget,  U.S. Representative, District 35 —Voters in Comal ✓

County Precincts 201, 202,301,302,202, 304, and 306 ONLY ✓

Lupe Valdez, Texas Governor ✓

Mike Collier, Texas Lieutenant Governor ✓

Justin Nelson, Texas Attorney General ✓

Joi Chevalier, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts ✓

Miguel Suazo, Texas Commissioner of General Land Office ✓

Kim Olson, Texas Commissioner of Agriculture ✓

Roman McAllen, Texas Railroad Commissioner ✓

Steven Kirkland, Justice, Texas Supreme Court, Place 2 ✓

R.K. Sandill, Justice, Texas Supreme Court, Place 4 ✓

Kathy Cheng, Justice, Texas Supreme Court, Place 6 ✓

Maria T. Jackson, Presiding Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals ✓

Ramona Franklin, Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals, Place 7 ✓

Steven Kling, Texas Senate, District 25 ✓

Stephanie Phillips, Texas State Representative, District 73 ✓

Edward Smith, Justice, Texas 3rd Court of Appeals, Place 2 ✓

Chari Kelly, Justice, Texas 3rd Court of Appeals, Place 3 ✓

Thomas J. Baker, Justice, Texas 3rd Court of Appeals, Place 5 ✓

Gisela D. Triana, Justice, Texas 3rd Court of Appeals, Place 6 ✓

Gloria Meehan, Comal County Clerk ✓

Dorothy Carroll, County Commissioner, Pct. 4-‘4xx Precincts Only’ ✓For more information about the voting process, 
candidates, or to join the team:                                                                      
Comal County Democratic Party                                                 

1592 W. San Antonio St.  New Braunfels, TX 78130                        
web:  comalcountydp.org        830-620-5739                                         

Party Chair, Bob Rogers                                  
November 6, 2018 is the Vote of your LIFETIME!  

Your Comal County Ballot—We Appreciate Your Vote

Tuesday, October 9                             
Monday, October 22                                 
Friday, October 26                                        
Friday, November 2              
Tuesday, November 6           
Tuesday, November 6 
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(at Stillwater PKWY)

(at Stillwater PKWY)
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Giving you the power to veto unjustified tax 
increases, fee increases, and zoning changes.
Voters, if they choose, will make the ultimate decision on the most important issues. 
Citizens will have the chance to make a change by collecting 20,000 signatures and 
earning majority support in the election. This is still a difficult standard to meet to 
call an election, but provides a good check and balance when political leaders make a 
serious mistake.

Capping the City Manager’s out-of-control salary 
and term of office.
San Antonio City Manager pay has grown completely out-of-control in recent years. 
We pay more in this position than any City in America. Nobody else is even close. Our 
City Manager now makes more than the U.S. President and Texas Governor combined. 
In the past 5 years, she has received more total dollars in raises than the 1,500 San 
Antonio Fire Fighters combined. 

Under Prop B, City Manager pay will be pegged at 10 times the lowest salaried City 
employee. Right now, that’s still a total of $290,000. That would keep San Antonio City 
Manager pay competitive but limit the growth. The Proposition will also set a term limit 
of 8 years for the position. 

Resolving the City’s 5-year stall on the firefighter 
fair pay contract
While the City managed to quickly sign a world record-breaking pay contract with the 
City Manager in a matter of days, they have taken an incredible 5 years to complete a 
simple pay contract with firefighters. Prop C would push the city and firefighters into 
binding arbitration – so a fair resolution can finally be achieved. This is an inexpensive 
way to end disputes quickly and fairly without expensive lawsuits.

A well-funded effort against reform has been launched 

by supporters of the status quo. The anti-group is mostly 

funded by developers and other folks with business 

before the City Manager. Special interests trying to curry 

favor with the City Manager by opposing a cap on her 

pay further emphasizes the current problems with the 

city and explains how we got so far off-track.

WHY DO SPECIAL INTERESTS OPPOSE REFORM?

Paid Political Advertisement


