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By Yvette Tello

A number of recent security incidents have raised
concerns about the risks of traveling to Mexico,
where more than 20 million tourists flew last
year to visit the country’s beaches, cities and
archaeological sites, or to obtain health care.
What should a person know about traveling
around Mexico? Let's talk about it..

Bob Bevard: “This is not the time. Mexico is
quite dangerous and you will be at high risk.”

Brandy Marie Cardenas: “I've traveled all of
Mexico from the tip of Juarez all the way down
to the Yucatan and to Chiapas to Mexico City. If
you want to experience food, island beach life,
Puerto Vallarta. If you want beauty and to feel
like you're in Europe, go to Guanajuato.”

Rick Carter: “One of my best friends travels
around Mexico City and other parts. He and
his family have kidnap insurance and a secret
service style security force. Traveling in style.”

Sharon Perkins: “I've always wanted to visit the
Mayan ruins, Chichen Itza. I do hear it's not safe
to travel to Mexico right now though. My friend
brought her parents here to keep them safe, as
there were always shootings outside their home.
That was years ago. That said, I hear that it's
fairly safe in big tourist destinations like Cancun.
The bad guys know the tourist money is needed.”

John Ybanez: “Dangerous.”
Mary Svetlik Watkins: “I love Cabo.”

Frances Casales Potter: “Not all places are dan-
gerous. We have been to Cabo, San Lucas twice
,and Nuevo Vallarta. There are a few areas that
I do not recommend you visit, find out before
you plan where is safe. I have traveled all over
Mexico. Today do not drive into. Definitely fly
to Mexico.”

Charles Mario Henry: “Depending on which
city, everyone is different. I've been to all 31
states and have properties here too and each is
unique in culture, people , food language. You
pick a place but I highly encourage Guadala-
jara, Mexico City, Chihuahua, Monterey, and
Oaxaca. You will have a variety of art, culture,
food, city life and country life. These are 5 good
places to start.”

Chris R. Pelayo: “Would not recommend it. It's
more dangerous than it's ever been.”

Steve Taylor: “Not a professional statistician,
but if I read the stats correctly, the chances of
getting killed on vacation in Mexico as a whole
aren’t as high as your chances of dying in a car
accident in the peaceful state of Rhode Island.
Mexicans get mugged, raped and even decapi-
tated by other Mexicans all the time. The vio-
lence that exists in Mexico is massively directed
toward other Mexicans.”

Victoria Zorzoli: “Thank you for this! I just got
into a conversation about this with my cowork-

Let’s Talk About It

Travel to Mexico in 2023

ers. To put it plainly, a lot of them are “simple-
tons”, they hear of cartels residing in a part of
Mexico and assume the worst of the whole lot.
I’'m not certain but I think I can speculate on their
political leanings from some of this.I mentioned
once that I’d like to retire in Mexico, and the
gasps were astounding. ‘Good luck not getting
your kidney stolen’ was one comment. This
person had never been to Mexico.”

Diana Pulido: “I was born in Mexico but have
lived in the US my entire life. I was brought here
at a month old. Growing up we would go visit
our family down there and [ married a Mexican
and we are now both retired and have just fin-
ished building a house and are packing our US
home and moving to Mexico! To top it off, we
are moving to the state of Michoacan, where
they say it is very dangerous. I was there during
construction and never was scared and never
felt threatened in any way. We drive around and
we see police and military but again, never get
scared. If you are involved in any bad stuff, bad
stuff will happen but if you live your life without
doing stupid stuff you can stay safe.

Just in the US, you hear of all these random
shootings anywhere you go, so you can just as
easily be shot here too. Looking forward to our
move and new life in Mexico!”

David Riberi: “I hadn’t been to Mexico in
probably 20 years because I thought it was too
dangerous. Well I’ve been down here twice this
year (Mexico City a couple months ago and the
Riviera Maya as I’m writing this) and I’ve felt
very safe and had a wonderful time during both
of my visits. Later this year I’'m headed to San
Miguel de Allende and to the Mexican Riviera
on a cruise and I’'m looking forward to both
trips. Mexico is fantastic, the people are super-
friendly, and the dollar is very strong. It’s a great
time to visit!”

Linda Valentine: “I realize this is about travel-
ing in Mexico but I’ve been reading the articles
lately on Mexico and I need to speak up. I am an
American citizen as is my off-spring. My young-
est son married a Mexican lady and they’ve been
living in Tijuana for 17 years with their children.
My other son and I have visited many, many
times over the years and once I stayed several
months to help out because of an illness. I fell
in love with Mexico. When I retired three years
ago, my oldest son and I moved to Mexico and
bought a house. Am I sorry? No. Am I dead yet?
No. Can I go for a walk in my neighborhood?
Certainly. I feel perfectly safe here. We had
more trouble in the city we moved from! But
let us face facts: there is no place in the world
where you are safe.

There is a large expat community here; Ameri-
cans that have moved here. Living here quite
peacefully. Are there places in Mexico I won’t
go? Certainly. But there are places in the U.S.
that I’'m not anxious to visit either. And the way
things are going in the U.S, I'm glad I’m here!”

George Ramirez: “These stats are awesome!
It's really distasteful to hear many of my family
members and friends talk about the dangers of

visiting Mexico. I’m a current student living in
Guadalajara and love to travel (road trips and
camping). The one thing I really do hate is that
the backroads are virtually not accessible by a
normal vehicle. Other than that, it’s a great coun-
try to come and visit, maybe even possibly live.
The dollar makes the visit worth-wild and the
people are heartwarming and polite. The roads,
I recommend to stay on the tolls, are awesome.
The news portrays the country as savage and
full of violence but that is actually not the case.
Even the dimmest and darkest alleys of the most
“dangerous zones' ' in Mexico, I can guarantee,
are just as safe as the ones in the states. I have
traveled the country far and wide and have never
had any troubles, although corruption within the
police is rampant through bribes. I’ve fraternized
with all sorts of people from different social and
economic backgrounds and I felt safe. When I
lived in the states, SoCal was a war zone with
many friends and family getting assaulted, raped,
and some even murdered. This hasn’t occurred
in my long stay here and I am confident this
will not change. I am definitely going to show
off these stats!”

Alex Van Guy: “Most Americans visiting Can-
cun only go to touristic safe towns like Cancun.
Chances of a native American being beaten to
death and having his car stolen is also quite
higher compared to a Mexican.”

Will Cabo: “It’s no country for old men...!!! I
mean if you are afraid of whatever, stay home.
Everybody else is welcome in Cabo San Lucas,
Mexico.”

Mary Nelson: “I moved to Mexico in April,
2011. T am still there. I have spent the longest
time in Puerto Vallarta (about 5). When I told
my daughter I was going, she was not happy.
US headlines can be larger when it is related to
a problem in Mexico. Wonder why?”

Rohan Barnett: “Another important point: I've
read that almost all of those US citizens killed
in Mexico were not tourists but in fact involved
in the drug trade.”

Lane Johnson: “How many Mexican visitors
are killed in the US? Last year 8 Mexicans shop-
ping in a Walmart in El Paso were killed, along
with 13 US citizens and a German visitor.”

Penelope Perez: “There are so many mycolo-
gists who travel to Mexico on the regular to study
the biodiversity and unique eco regions. My dad
is from Mexico and constantly warns me it is
not safe, meanwhile my mycology friends are
always inviting me to Oaxaca and Veracruz re-
search stations for big hikes. It seems like if you
are doing nerdy things in Mexico with people
who are research professionals, you will just
be immersed in that field work away from most
things. But, if you are doing anything adjacent
to the drug trade or illegal things, bad things will
inevitably happen.”
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About the Cover Art:
La Margarita

Cover Photo by
Dr. Ricardo Romo
In the vibrant culinary land-
scape of San Antonio, Texas, a
restaurant emerged in 1981 that
would forever change the city's
dining scene. La Margarita Res-
taurant & Oyster Bar, founded
by Jorge Cortez, introduced a
sizzling sensation to local taste
buds — the famous Sizazling
Fajitas. Inspired by his travels
through Mexico, Jorge sought
to bring a unique and different
cuisine to San Antonio, and his
creation would soon become a
beloved regional specialty.
Jorge Cortez embarked on
a culinary journey through
Mexico, exploring vibrant cit-
ies like Monterrey, Laredo, and
Guadalajara. In his quest for
distinctive flavors, he stumbled
upon a regional gem, a dish
once reserved for vaqueros,
butchers, and their families. It
was the sizzling skirt steak
served on cast-iron plates that
caught Jorge's attention, and
he immediately recognized its
potential for popularity among
the locals in San Antonio.
Initially met with skepti-
cism, Jorge's idea to introduce
the sizzling skirt steak as a
mainstay dish was met with
caution. However, undeterred
by doubt, he took a leap of faith
and decided to incorporate this
unique creation into the family
business. Pedro,

Jorge's father, was not only
supportive but extremely proud
to see his sons taking the initia-
tive and expanding the family's
culinary legacy.

In 1981, La Margarita Res-
taurant & Oyster Bar was born,
offering an innovative menu

that included the now-famous
Sizzling Fajitas and an array
of delectable seafood options.
The combination of sizzling
skirt steak, seasoned to perfec-
tion, and an aromatic medley
of sautéed peppers and onions
created a sensory experience
like no other.

The introduction of Sizzling
Fajitas at La Margarita Res-
taurant & Oyster Bar sparked a
culinary revolution in San An-
tonio. Diners were captivated
by the sizzle and aroma that
filled the air as the cast-iron
plates arrived at their tables.
The tender and succulent skirt
steak, coupled with the vibrant
flavors of charred vegetables,
created a harmonious blend
that delighted taste buds.Word
quickly spread throughout the
city, and locals and tourists
alike flocked to La Margarita to
experience the sizzling sensa-
tion firsthand. The dish became
an instant hit, winning hearts
and stomachs, and firmly es-
tablishing La Margarita as a
destination for unforgettable
dining experiences.

The success of La Margarita
Restaurant & Oyster Bar paved

the way for further culinary
endeavors by the Cortez fam-
ily. Building upon the popu-
larity of the Sizzling Fajitas,
they continued to innovate and
expand their offerings, includ-
ing a diverse selection of sea-
food dishes that showcased the
coastal influences of Mexican
cuisine.

Today, La Margarita remains
a cherished landmark in San
Antonio's culinary landscape,

embodying the passion and
dedication of the Cortez family.
The restaurant has become

an integral part of the city's
heritage, not only for its sig-
nature Sizzling Fajitas but also
for its warm hospitality and
commitment to preserving the
essence of Mexican cuisine.

La Margarita Restaurant &
Oyster Bar's creation of the
Sizzling Fajitas has left an in-
delible mark on San Antonio's
culinary scene. Jorge Cortez's
vision and his exploration of
Mexico's diverse flavors led to
the birth of a culinary sensation
that continues to captivate din-
ers to this day. The restaurant's
commitment to innovation and
preserving the legacy of Mexi-
can cuisine has solidified its
place as a beloved institution
in the hearts and stomachs of
locals and visitors alike.

Read more about historic San
Antonio families on page 10.

SUMMER HIRING

800 DOLORDSA SUITE 205 SA TX 76207

Benefits

* COMPETITIVE WAGES

« FREE UNIFORMS
= DISCOUNTED MEALS
= FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
» HEALTH BENEFITS

= ESL AMD GED CLASSES
« 801K m

JOIN OUR TEAM
GROW OUR TALENT

CONSTRUCTION DETOUR

PLEASE HOTE' DOLOROSA IS TYPICALLY A OMEWAY STREET, BUT DUE
TO CONSTRUCTION, TRAFFIC WILL BE TEMPORARILY REDIRECTED TO
FLOW N BOTH DIRECTIONS

T ——mma |
:ii ? .
3 < = E:
x| 14
- | 3
T
|
| i
—1 &
ey o, s

CASA

CHILD ADYOCATES
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Speak Up for Children in Bexar County Foster Care

Yolunteer to be a Court Appointed Special Advocate

Register for an information session online at www.casa-satx.org
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YOUR HOME,
YOUR DOMAIN:

Every day you make choices that help
keep you and your family safe.

e . Take the first step toward
Don’t Stop Now. your new home today.

Protect Yourself and Your Family. Contact us for a free
Get Your Covid-19 Vaccines and Boosters!
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5439 Ray Ellison Blvd, San Antonio, TX 78242
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« Walk-Ins Welcome E bk RB Mortgage LLC dba Domain Mortgage (NMLS# 862516) is principally owned by RBFCU Services LLC. RBFCU Services LLCis affiliated with Randolph-Brooks Federal

Credit Union (RBFCU). NMLS#583215. All loans are subject to credit approval. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. RBFCU mortgage loans are available
only on property in Texas. Domain Mortgage is an equal housing lender. 1 IKEA-RBFCU PKWY, Live Oak, TX 78233
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Guatemala In Free Fall Discussion at Esperanza Peace and

Justice Center Saturday, July 7 at 6PM

By Imane Saliba

Join us at the Esperanza
Peace and Justice Center
for Guatemala in Free
Fall , a conversation with
Guatemalan human rights
activist Luis Gutierrez and
attorney Jennifer Harbury,
an American lawyer, au-
thor and human rights
activist, on Saturday, July
8,2023 at 6 PM.

They will be talking
about the historical and
current political climate
of Guatemala. Following
a seminar-like discussion,
Jennifer Harbury and Luis
Gutierrez will share their
stories, insights, and ex-
periences of working for
human rights and justice in
Guatemala, as well as the
impact that US policy and
actions have on the lives of
communities in Guatemala
and other places outside
this country.

This will be primarily
in Spanish with English
translation provided.

Doors will open at 5:30 PM.

The conversation will
be followed by a Q&A
session.

The event is free and
open to the public, tickets
may be reserved at esper-
anza.eventbrite.com

Parking for this event
will be available at San
Antonio College parking
lot 28 and at the Planned
Parenthood parking lot at
920 San Pedro (Planned
Parenthood parking is with
permit only).

Jennifer K. Harbury is
an activist, author, and
attorney who has spent
much of the past twenty
years working to moni-
tor and promote human
rights in Guatemala. Her
husband, Efrain Bamaca
Velasquez, was a Mayan
resistance leader who
was “disappeared” by the
Guatemalan military in
1992; subjected to long-
term, severe torture; then
extrajudicially executed.
Harbury’s efforts to save
his life, which included
three dangerous hunger

strikes, resulted in star-
tling disclosures about the
close working relationship
between the CIA and the
Central American death
squads. Since learning of
her husband’s death, she
has devoted much of her
time to pressing for human
rights reforms for both the
United States and Guate-
malan governments.

Luis Eduardo Gutierrez
Marckwordt is a life- long
Guatemalan human rights
activist. His parents were
both very involved in the
reform efforts of President
Jacobo Arbenz during
the “Ten Years of Spring”
(1944-1954). Luis grew up
in the shadow of the 1954
CIA sponsored coup and
its violent aftermath. His
father was imprisoned,
then assassinated; and
many close family friends
were tortured and killed,
including the gifted poet
Otto Rene Castillo. Luis
followed swiftly in their
footsteps, becoming an
activist at an early age. He

Guatemala in Freefall:

Una Platica con Luis Gutierrez y Jennifer

Harbury

continues to this day to
struggle for fundamental
human rights and an end
to official impunity for war
crimes.

Esperanza was founded
in 1987 by a group made
up of mostly Chicana ac-
tivists seeking to bring
together diverse move-
ments for peace and jus-
tice in San Antonio and
around the world. In the
early years, the Esperanza

Accepting Medicaid « CHIP * Uninsured

was engaged in caravans
to Central America, dem-
onstrations against the
KKK, mural projects that
engaged children as artists,
and the first art exhibit
in Texas to focus on the
Queer community and the
AIDS crisis. Esperanza
continues to be a politi-
cally progressive, outspo-
ken, and unwavering force
for justice in San Antonio
and beyond.

WA Free Pregnancy Testing & Outstanding Prenatal Care

Centroli{-1:

Welcoming New Patients

Schedule Appointments Online at CentroMedSA.com
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE FOR THE STRAWNAME

This copyright notice informs the potential user of the name MELISSA CHRISTINA NAVARRO SERRANO and
all its derivatives that is intended as pertaining to me, mitsis christina dey , an American State National, In
Propria Persona Sui Juris, Proprio Solo, Proprio Heredes, that any unauthorized use thereof without my
express, prior, written permission signifies the user’s consent for becoming the debtor on a self executing
UCC Financial Statement in the amount of $500,000 or 5,000 gold oz per unauthorized use of the name used
with the intent of obligating me, plus costs, plus triple damages.

America’s Finest Maid Service

NOW HIRING!
Maids / Housekeepers
210 590 6243

On any service every Wednesday
Bridal and Quinceanera Special
$100 Hair & Makeup
$150 Hair & Makeup & Nails & Toes
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Eatoto

Hair and Mail Salon
423 W, Mitchell Ste 101 78204
210.233.0990

ALAMO COLLEGES DISTRICT
Purchasing & Contract Administration

Office: (210) 485-0100 Fax: (210) 486-9022

ALAMO COLLEGES DISTRICT
Purchasing & Contract Administration

Office: (210) 485-0100 Fax: (210) 486-9022

ALAMO COLLEGES DISTRICT BID/PROPOSAL INVITATION

The Alamo Colleges District is receiving sealed bids/proposals prior to
2:00 PM (CST), unless otherwise indicated, on the date shown.

CSP# 2023-0036 PURCHASE OF WINDOW WASHING SERVICES
Deadline: August 1, 2023

Specifications are available by visiting Alamo Colleges District website:

www.alamo.edu/purchasing or by emailing dst-purchasing@alamo.edu

ALAMO COLLEGES DISTRICT BID/PROPOSAL INVITATION

The Alamo Colleges District is receiving sealed bids/proposals prior to
2:00 PM (CST), unless otherwise indicated, on the date shown.

CSP# 2023-0036 PURCHASE OF WINDOW WASHING SERVICES
Deadline: August 1, 2023

Specifications are available by visiting Alamo Colleges District website:
www.alamo.edu/purchasing or by emailing dst-purchasing@alamo.edu
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Por Franco

Victor Wembanyama, ha
sido bienvenido por fans y
la franquicia Spurs de San
Antonio, poste francés de 19
afios de edad. Con estatura
de 7 pies y 5 pulgadas. MVP
de la Liga fracesa con el
club Mets 92, tras haber sido
elegido por los Spurs en el
2023 Draft NBA celebrado
el 22 de junio en el Barclays
Center de Nueva York sede
dela franquicia Nets de N.Y.

Wemby, elegido por Spurs
en la primera ronda y primer

La Prensa Texas SAN ANTONIO

Wemby Ha Sido Bienvenido

escafio, recibidé buenos de-
seos del comisionado Adam
Silver y posteriormente de
Brian Wright, Spurs Gen-
eral Manager. Con espe-
cial bienvenida del timonel
Gregg Popovich, quién dijo
lo siguiente. " Victor sera
siempre Victor en sus ha-
bilidades de juego. No le
cambiaremos su estilo de
juego, pero tendrd qué se-
guir nuestro sistema".
Wemby como lo conocen
ahora los sanantonianos,
coincidié en lo dicho por

su nuevo entrenador. "Tras
todos los buenos deseos
y la excelente bienvenida
que me han dado. Yo estoy
agradecido y ansioso por
comenzar mi entrenamiento
en San Antonio ciudad tri-
unfadora bajo el sistema
de Popovich y su cuerpo
de asistentes. Soy dichoso
porqué voy a ser dirigido
por el mejor entrenador del
baloncesto mundial", asi sé
expres6 Wemby.
Directivos de relaciones
publicas y medios informa-

tivos, anunciaron el rol de
juegos de Spurs temporada
2023, para darle tiempo a
su base de seguidores en
obtener plan de boletos de
admision. Spurs jugara tres
partidos locales en su esta-
dio AT&T Center. Octubre
13 vs. El subcampedn Heat
de Miami 7pm.

Octubre 16 vs su archi ri-
val de la autopista 10 Rock-
ets de Houston y Octubre 18
también vs Houston. Los
partidos seran transmiti-
dos por WOAI 1200 AM

inglés y KXTN 1350 AM
en espafiol. Pard compra de
boletos llamar al (210) 444-
5050 y en linea Spurs.com.

Fotos de Franco y foto
cortesia de Wemby.

Las imagenes fueron cap-
tadas durante Watch Party
en el AT&T Center, donde
aficionados de todas las
edades estuvieron presen-
tes para ser testigos de €ste
magno evento qué trae es-
peranzas pard los Spurs y la
region de San Antonio.
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2023 Mayor
Preparando & City Council Welcome Reception
el camino
para
San Antonio

By Ramon Chapa. Jr.

Welcome to the

Member Louis Escareno and Community 2 02 3

La Prensa Texas was represented by Board

Liaison Ramon Chapa Jr at the 2023 Mayor
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Forging a Latino Community: Three Early Families Who Settled

in San Antonio’s Prospect Hill Neighborhood

By Dr. Ricardo Romo

The Prospect Hill neigh-
borhood in San Antonio,
Texas was one of the first
major middle-class Latino
communities in the United
States. Over the period 1920-
1950, many of the city’s
leading Latino merchants,
lawyers, and community
leaders resided in Prospect
Hill. Among the families
who lived there were Mayor
and HUD Secretary Henry
Cisneros, La Prensa printer
Romulo Munguia, and Tex-
as Secretary of State Hope
Andrade. The community
also had many notable art-
ists and writers, including
Porfirio Salinas, Jesse Tre-
vino, Rolando Brisceno,
and Tomas Rivera. The
grandparents of poet Car-
men Tafolla and the family
of State Senator Leticia Van
de Putte also resided in that
esteemed community. This
essay about Prospect Hill
is based on interviews with
residents of the community
and my own recollections
of growing up in that same
neighborhood.

Valentin and Justina Lar-
10s, early residents of the
Prospect Hill neighborhood,
came to San Antonio during
the mid-1910s as the Mexi-
can Revolution raged across
the Mexican countryside.
They soon became part of
the merchant class that set-
tled in the Prospect Hill com-
munity after modest success
in the grocery business in
an older Mexican commu-
nity downtown known as
Laredito. Their businesses
enabled a chain migration
process that helped later ar-
riving relatives with work
opportunities.

lierra CAFE r
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L

Pedro and Cruz Cortez, founders of Mi Tierra Restaurant and four Cortez
Family Restaurants. Photo by Ricardo Romo.

I found records confirm-
ing that Valentin Larios
was born in 1896 in Jalisco,
Mexico. Family lore sug-
gests that Larios, the Direc-
tor of Telegraphs in Mexico,
faced certain death by the
Revolutionary Villistas who
identified all bureaucrats as

useless citizens or traitors
to Francisco Villa’s revolu-
tionary cause. The Villistas
captured most of the men in
Larios’s Mexican colonia
and lined them against a
wall facing a firing squad.
By good fortune Larios was
saved by a friend.

In order to leave Mexico
Larios called upon the Cor-
tezes, family friends from
the same city. Both families
agreed that Valentin Lari-
os’s life as an immigrant in
the United States would be
more manageable if he had
a wife.

Thus the families arranged
a marriage for Larios with a
Cortez daughter, Justina.

In his adopted home of
San Antonio, Valentin Lar-
10s demonstrated ambition
and talent in managing small
businesses. By the 1920s, he
had opened a grocery store,
La Villa del Carmen, on
the corner of Frio and Du-
rango [now Cesar Chavez].
Among his first employ-
ees was Larios’s nephew
Pedro Cortez who had left
Mexico in the early 1920s
and lived with the Larios.
Cortez aided his sponsors in
the Larios grocery business
as a butcher and delivery-
man. The Larios family also
opened a restaurant named
La Blanca Cafe in a build-
ing once owned by Jose
Antonio Navarro. [Today
the Navarro building, across
from the new Federal Court
House, is designated as a
historical structure].

In the mid-1920s, the
Larios family purchased a
home on Durango Street in
Prospect Hill. They were
among the first Mexican
American families to reside
in Prospect Hill. I asked
my history-buff friend, Tim
Palomera, for help in locat-
ing the Larios home, and
he found the Larios family
in the 1920s San Antonio
telephone books with an
address on Durango Street.
Phone book records show
that Valentin Larios moved
a block away in the 1930s to
2010 Saunders, a block from
my family’s home on 2014
Monterey Street.

Pedro Cortez contin-
ued making deliveries and
working as a butcher with
his uncle Valentin Larios.
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A home on Saunders Ave in Prospect Hill. [Across the street from
Pedro and Cruz Cortez and Hope Andrade] Photo by Ricardo Romo

Home of businessman Max Martinez on Saunders Ave. [The Martinez
home was one block north of the Santos Villarreal family]
Photo by Ricardo Romo

While making deliveries,
Pedro met his future wife
Cruz. Together they bought
a small cafe on Market
Square which led to the
purchase of a larger space
nearby that they opened as
Mi Tierra Cafe. The Cortez
family lived at 2411 Saun-
ders Street, two doors from
the home of Hope Andrade,
the future Texas Secretary
of State.

Another of the earliest
families to live on Durango
Street, the Villarreal family,
moved to Prospect Hill in
1940. Their home was on the
southern edge of Prospect
Hill one block west of Zar-
zamora Street. In the 1940s,
many of the long-term Ger-
man, Jewish, and Belgian
residents of Prospect Hill
left for better housing in
the new suburbs of the city.
These new communities in-
cluded Monte Vista, Alamo
Heights, Laurel Heights, and
Beacon Hills.

The Santos Villarreal fam-
ily had left their home in
Rosales, Coahuila in 1919
crossing at the Eagle Pass,
Texas border station. They
were also among the thou-
sands of families who came
to San Antonio during the
early 20th century to escape
the violence of the Mexican
Revolution. Families knew
they must hide or flee when
rebel troops arrived at their
communities. Santos Vil-
larreal II had joined the
Villista forces and was seri-
ously injured in battle. His
wife went to the battlefield
to bring him home. Under
her directions, the family
decided to cross the border
to the U.S. at the Eagle Pass
border station. However,
Villarreal II did not recover
from his wounds and died
before leaving for Texas.

Villarreal’s widow led her
family to Seguin where the
entire family worked in the

fields picking cotton. The
younger Santos Villarreal 111
was twelve when he helped
his family pick the crops.
Later, he found work at a
Mexican bakery in Seguin
where he learned the skills
of a baker and also made
deliveries to restaurants and
grocery stores. At the time,
Seguin had “Sunset laws”
that required that Mexicans
stay off the streets after
sunset.

Santos Villarreal 1V, the
son of Santos Villarreal III,
recently looked up the mar-
riage records of his parents
and found that they had mar-
ried at Guadalupe Church
on El Paso Street in the
heart of the Mexican barrio
of San Antonio. The 1933
marriage records revealed
that his mother lived on
El Paso Street across from
the Guadalupe Catholic
Church. Santos Villarreal
IIT recorded the Progreso
Cafe on Guadalupe Street
as his address.

Like his neighbor, Petro
Cortez, Mr. Villarreal III
demonstrated an entrepre-
neurial spirit, operating two
restaurants during the 1930s
and 1940s. His first restau-
rant was the Venus Cafe on
the corner of Guadalupe and
Zarzamora which he opened
in the late 1920s. By 1933,
he had married Juanita Solis
and was the proprietor of the
Progreso Cafe next to the
Progreso Theater.

The Progreso Cafe was
across the street from a tire
shop that was demolished
in 1939 when the owners
built the famed Guadalupe
Theater. While running the
Progreso Cafe, Villarreal
may have learned about the
planned construction of the
Alazan--Apache Courts pub-
lic housing project across the
street from his restaurant.
Plans for the housing project
called for the demolition
and removal of many homes
in the Westside neighbor-

La Margarita Restaurant on Market Square owned by the Cortez
Family. Photo by Ricardo Romo.

A home in Prospect Hill near the Romo home on Monterey Street.
Photo by Ricardo Romo.

hood near his restaurant and
across from Lanier High
School extending south to
Chihuahua Street.

In order to arrange the
move to the Prospect Hill
community, Villarreal first
bought a lot on 2601 Du-
rango Street and followed up
with the purchase of an older
home destined for demoli-
tion as part of the new public
housingproject. Santos Vil-
larreal IV [he is the younger
of the three Santos Villarreal
namesakes] recalled that his
family moved to Prospect
Hill in 1940. Villarreal re-
called that there were few
Anglo families on Durango
Street by that time.

By the mid-1940s, Pros-
pect Hill had become the
home of many of the small
merchant-class Latinos of
San Antonio. The commu-

nity also included my first-
grade teacher [Ms. Mary
Vela], doctors, pharmacists
[Davilas and Guerras], and
midwives [Maria Saenz
Romo, my grandmother].
My interviews with more
than a dozen of these early
Prospect Hill families re-
vealed that each had strong
determination, enduring
patience, and an exceptional
ability to save money and
plan ahead. The families
initiated small business-
es, opened restaurants and
cleaners, and bought homes
in the Prospect Hill com-
munity. They maintained
strong family ties, took pride
in their neighborhood, and
encouraged their children
to pursue higher education.
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Enrolling Now for the 2023-2024 School Year!
www.Gervin-School.org

At George Gervin Academy, we pride ourselves on providing
an exceptional PreK-12 education that prepares students
for a lifetime of success.

Our Dual Language program is one of our standout offerings.
By immersing students in a bilingual environment,
we empower them to become confident communicators
in multiple languages.

We also offer Dual Credit free of charge
through our P-TECH program. Students have the opportunity to earn an
associates degree while attending George Gervin Academy
as a High School student.

George Gervin Academy is committed to providing a well-rounded
education. Our dedicated team of educators prioritizes individualized
attention, ensuring that every student receives the support they need

to thrive academically and personally.

Seats are filling fast for the 2023 - 2024 School Year!
School starts August 14, 2003. Don't miss out on this incredible
opportunity to give your child a strong foundation
for future success.

Contact us today at (210) 568-8800 to learn more about
our exceptional programs, schedule a campus tour, and begin the en-
roliment process. Our friendly admissions team is
ready to assist you every step of the way.

COYOTES

George Gervin Academy -
Main Campus
6944 Sunbelt Drive South
San Antonio, TX 78218

George Gervin Academy -
El Hombre de Helio Campus
5219 Blanco Road

San Antonio, TX 78216

(210) 568-8800

P-TECH

GEORGE GERVIN ACADEMY

iInscribase ahora para el afo escolar 2023-2024!
www.Gervin-School.org

En George Gervin Academy, nos enorgullecemos de brindar una edu-
cacion excepcional de PreK-12 que prepara a los estudiantes
para una vida de éxito.

Nuestro programa de lenguaje dual es una de nuestras ofertas destaca-
das. Al sumergir a los estudiantes en un entorno bilingiie,
los empoderamos para que se conviertan en comunicadores seguros
en varios idiomas.

También ofrecemos Dual Credit sin cargo a través de nuestro programa
P-TECH. Los estudiantes tienen la oportunidad de obtener un titulo de
asociado mientras asisten a la Academia George Gervin
como estudiantes de secundaria.

La Academia George Gervin se compromete a brindar una educacioén
integral. Nuestro dedicado equipo de educadores prioriza la atencion
individualizada, asegurando que cada estudiante reciba el apoyo
que necesita para prosperar académica y personalmente.

jLos asientos se estan llenando rapidamente para el ano escolar 2023 -
2024! Las clases comienzan el 14 de agosto de 2003. No se pierda esta
increible oportunidad de darle a su hijo una base sélida
para el éxito futuro.

Contactenos hoy al (210) 568-8800 para obtener mas informacion sobre
nuestros programas excepcionales, programar una visita al campus y
comenzar el proceso de inscripcion. Nuestro amigable equipo de
admisiones esta listo para ayudarlo en cada paso del camino.

Have a Fun, Safe & Heathy Summer

L]

Schedule your check-ups & physicals while school is out.
Free backpacks & school supplies are available
now through August 19th, while supplies last.

[e=hliteMed

SA PEDIATRICS

Online Appointments: CentroMedSA.com
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Broncos Le Igualé

Serie A Charros

Por Sendero Deportivo

En el estadio Potranco,
Roberto Garza magnate
del club Broncos y los
managers- jugadores,
Jests Ramirez Sr., y
Freddy Garcia, en el se-
gundo partido del play-
off Liga Potranco cat-
egoria Abierta domini-
cal, formaron alineacion
qué les dio importante
victoria de 9-1 carreras
ante Charros de Catarino
Obregon.

Lee Coldn con rele-
vo de Ubaldo Servin
se agencio la victoria.
Saul Puente cargo con
la derrota con relevos de
Gaspar Beltran y Felipe
Serrano.

Simon Sanchez presi-
dente, reportd los resul-
tados: Piratas eliminaron
a Tomateros 6-0 con
pitcheo del latigo José
Lopez, victoria celebra-
da por el timonel Sergio
De Lunay el coach Ivan

Rubinsky, ahora en-
frentaran en serie final
del grupo 1 ante Carde-
nales del manager Nacho
Garcia y el coach Efrain
Cruz Franco.

Cardenales eliminé a
Pericos 13-1 con pitch-
eo de Orlando Barroso
quién sé anotd segunda
victoria de postempora-
da. Por Pericos comenzo
Julio César Chavez con
relevos de Freddy Ro-
driguez Jr., y Cristian
Arzola.

Texas Jays elimin6 a
Aguilas con pizarra de
10-3. Jays en el grupo
2 esperan al ganador de
Charros y Broncos.

Rol de juegos domingo
2 de julio en campo 1 a
las 10:30 am Charros
vs Broncos y posterior-
mente Piratas vs Carde-
nales qué abren serie
final grupo 1.

En la novena fecha
segunda vuelta de cat-

egoria Masters 50+ los
resultados fueron los
siguientes: Broncos apa-
learon a Reds 12-2 car-
reras. Humberto Garcia
s€ anoto la victoria con
relevos de Jorge Morales
y Hugo Méndez. La der-
rota fue para Jos¢ Luis
Gomez "Liga Mexicana"
qué tuvo relevo de Tony
Reyna. Astros de Pedro
Espinoza le gan6 3-2
el clasico de revancha
al campeon Rieleros de
Juan Sanchez y el coach
Servando Herndndez
quién en su turno al bate
tuvo imparable y ponche,
seguido del campo cortd
Jaime Rodriguez "La
Crema", quién dio de 4-3
y s¢ mantiene de lider en
el bated.

La victoria fue para
Alfredo Obregén y sal-
vamento de Greg Car-
rera. La derrota fue para

Amado Gutiérrez, ac-
tual campeon de pitcheo
2022. El clasico domini-
cal fue ganado por Yan-
kees a Rangers con mar-
cador de 8-7, con pitch-
eo Moisés Cervantes y
salvamento de Willie
Martinez. Eleazar Bo-
canegra fue el derrotado.
La séptima carrera de
Rangers de barrida en el
plato fue anotada por el
timonel Benito Martinez
"El Venado", quién asi
festejo su cumpleafios
numero 62.

El Venado Martinez, al
final recibio felicitacio-
nes de sus compafieros
y familiares ahi presen-
tes (Campo 2 estadio
Potranco). Y posterior-
mente disfrutd cena y
pastel con felicitaciones
especiales de su esposa
sefiora Magdalena Mar-
tinez, sus hijos Edgar

Benito y José Osval-
do. Sus hijas Rosio y
Veronica Martinez. Asi
como de sus 11 nietos
(3 varones y 8 mujeres).
También por demas fa-
miliares quiénes le de-
searon todo lo mejor.

Rol de juegos domingo
2 de julio: Rieleros vs
Rangers. Yankees vs
Broncos. Astros vs Reds.

En las fotos aparecen:
Benito Martinez con su
familia y pastel de cum-
pleafios.

Rieleros categoria Abi-
erta dominical con su
manager JP Reza, le dio
la bienvenida al pros-
pecto jardinero central
Martin Adame, quién fue
presentado por su abuelo
Encarnacién Gonzalez
(La Chona-El Mamao),
manager del club Atlé-
ticos.

(Fotos de Franco).
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'Home Loans Happen at
Texas Community Bank

If you are buying or refinancing a new home, a second home or a retirement
home, Texas Community Bank has a mortgage product for you! We also offer
~ home improvement and home equity loans.

For information regarding our home mortgage products, please contact one of
uurMortgage Department representatives at (956) 722-8333 or visit our website
at www.tx-communitybank.com to send us an information request.

LAREDO - SAN ANTONIO + SOMERSET - MCALLEN - BROWNSYILLE - DEL RIO + AUSTIN
WWW.TX-COMMUNITYBANK.COM

Member FINC T Member Vision Bancshares, Ine.

LOS

ELLOS SON LOS PRIMEROS
ELEGIDOS POREL LEON

MANELYK ISABELLA

THALI

ZERBONI JUAN LORENZO

GRAMN ESTRENO
MARTES 18 JULIO

LOS50TELEMUNDO.COM 7PM/6C teemumon

Presa Community Center
8™ Annual

L]
a
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August 11, 2022
3721 S. Presa St.
9:00 am - 1:00pm

Back Pack with School Supplies Give Away
for children in Kinder to 12 grade
( Children must be present )

Community Resources Include:
COVID Shots

# School Immunizations
# Food Distribution

# And much more.....

% %

Thank You Sponsors:

<@

CITY (OF %A AMTERS0
METROPOLITAN HEALTH DHSTRICT

4] WOODFOREST

Sy ..
If you recently got married, moved, had a baby

or lost your health coverage,
you may qualify for the special enrollment period.

We are here to help.

[FiTisMed

Call 210-977-7997 or visit EnrolISA.com
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ALAMO COLLEGES DISTRICT
Purchasing & Contract Administration

Office: (210) 485-0100 Fax: (210) 486-9022

ALAMO COLLEGES DISTRICT BID/PROPOSAL INVITATION

The Alamo Colleges District is receiving sealed bids/proposals prior to
2:00 PM (CST), unless otherwise indicated, on the date shown.

CSP# 2023-0037 PURCHASE OF INTEGRATED PEST MANAGE-
MENT SERVICES

Deadline: August 1, 2023

Specifications are available by visiting Alamo College District website:
www.alamo.edu/purchasing or by emailing dst-purchasing@alamo.edu

COPYRIGHT NOTICE FOR THE STRAWNAME

This copyright notice informs the potential user of the name JOSE ALBERTO NAVARRO ROMERO and all its
derivatives that is intended as pertaining to me, harvir akan dey , an American State National, In Propria
Persona Sui Juris, Proprio Solo, Proprio Heredes, that any unauthorized use thereof without my express,

prior, written permission signifies the user’s consent for becoming the debtor on a self executing UCC
Financial Statement in the amount of $500,000 or 5,000 gold 0z per unauthorized use of the name used with
the intent of obligating me, plus costs, plus triple damages.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE FOR THE STRAWNAME

This copyright notice informs the potential user of the name EDILBERTO ALFONSO NAVARRO SERRANO and
allits derivatives that is intended as pertaining to me, misae dey , an American State National, In Propria
Persona Sui Juris, Proprio Solo, Proprio Heredes, that any unauthorized use thereof without my express,

prior, written permission signifies the user’s consent for becoming the debtor on a self executing UCC

Financial Statement in the amount of $500,000 or 5,000 gold oz per unauthorized use of the name used with

the intent of obligating me, plus costs, plus triple damages.

LIVE MUSIC l EOon:i ;
o EPNEBEETENIERENEE
B WERKENED -850

ufﬁhﬁh"-n " t’h-- ihm‘- <

 SATURDAY JULY 1, 2023
&PM - 1OPM>
-'-'l‘-‘.'-'l'l‘.“ IFI“ mu‘l

mﬂlﬂ!ﬂ'&'ﬂﬂmnﬂ

COPYRIGHT NOTICE FOR THE STRAWNAME

This copyright notice informs the potential user of the name MAR{A CRISTINA SERRANO GOMEZ and all its
derivatives that is intended as pertaining to me, aiyana dey , an American State National, In Propria Persona
Sui Juris, Proprio Solo, Proprio Heredes, that any unauthorized use thereof without my express, prior, written
permission signifies the user’s consent for becoming the debtor on a self executing UCC Financial Statement
in the amount of $500,000 or 5,000 gold oz per unauthorized use of the name used with the intent of
obligating me, plus costs, plus triple damages.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE FOR THE STRAWNAME

This copyright notice informs the potential user of the name KARLA PATRICIA NAVARRO MENDEZ and all its
derivatives that is intended as pertaining to me, ailén dey , an American State National, In Propria Persona Sui
Juris, Proprio Solo, Proprio Heredes, that any unauthorized use thereof without my express, prior, written
permission signifies the user’s consent for becoming the debtor on a self executing UCC Financial Statement
in the amount of $500,000 or 5,000 gold oz per unauthorized use of the name used with the intent of
obligating me, plus costs, plus triple damages.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE FOR THE STRAWNAME

This copyright notice informs the potential user of the name DIANA ELIZABETH NAVARRO SERRANO and all
its derivatives that is intended as pertaining to me, alyssa dey , an American State National, In Propria
Persona Sui Juris, Proprio Solo, Proprio Heredes, that any unauthorized use thereof without my express,
prior, written permission signifies the user’s consent for becoming the debtor on a self executing UCC
Financial Statement in the amount of $500,000 or 5,000 gold 0z per unauthorized use of the name used with
the intent of obligating me, plus costs, plus triple damages.
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Susan Borrego Caldera

Born August 14, 1956 in
San Antonio Texas went
to be with the Lord, her
Savior on June 22, 2023.
She is survived by her lov-
ing children Uriah Blue,
Cheyenne Lionicia, and
Destiny Starr. Adoring
grandchildren: Mia Jus-
tine, Uriah Psalm, Ulaejah
Sun, Lailah Jae, Jacob
Liam, Aiden Stash, Elijah
Sky, Ezra Jace, Starrla
Reign And Marley Sun.
sisters, Carmen Borrego,

Lucia Borrego, Esther

Jimenez,Gloria Maldo-
nado; brothers Robert Bor-
rego and Joseph Borrego .
She was preceded in death
Esther

Borrego Carranza, father

by her mother,

Emilio Borrego, sister
Connie Borrego and son,
Saxon Vawn Caldera.

She will be remembered
as an exceptional educator
for many years, as well as a
mother figure to the neigh-
borhood & to the lost. She
viewed life as precious and

deserving of a fair chance.

She was loved by all and
will be missed dearly.
Visitation will begin on
Friday, June 30, 2023 at
4:00pm-9:00pm at Del-
gado Funeral Home (2200
W. Martin St, San Anto-
nio, Texas 78207) with
a Service at 7:00pm. Ev-
eryone will meet at Bor-
rego Cemetery (14246
Old Corpus Christi Rd,
Elmendorf, Texas 78112)
on Saturday, July 1, 2023
for a Graveside service at
10:30am-12:00pm.

PRIMARY CARE
that comes to U

=

Save Time - Receive on-the-spol care
in a convenient, comfortable location.

Variety of Services — From wellness

[niversity
Health Sysiem [

We're coming to U!

Immunization Drive

)

PRESENTED BY AmegyBank.

SVENT

FINANCIAL
CY

SESSIONS | JULY 21

EHids | 10:20 am - 12 pm
Understanding wants and needs:
Heow te save moneyl

Teens | 2 pm - 3:320 pm

exams to sick visits, counseling and
education, we cover it all

Wi accept private insurance. CHIF,

Grace Pavilion Church
610 5W 415t Street,
San Antonio, Texas 78237

July 22nd, 2023

Medicaid and Carelink

Universi
€2 Honrno

10:00am-2:00pm

IF you are Interested you MUST da the following:

«Regider anline/call b make an appaintment
=Provibe copy of veccine recosds
=Chilld must be acoompanied by a parent/guardian

Fg

For more information or to register, call 210-358-7020

or visit www.healthyUexpress.com

Advantoges of having o bank accounk:
‘Where should my manay go®

Adults | 6 pm - 7:30 pm
Cocklails and money falk: Am | ready
for the next stage of my life®

Embassy Suites at Brooks

F&10 5 Mow Brounfels Ave, San Anlonio, TX 78235

n @ u m Fbrocksgivesback

For more information, visit livebrooks com/events

RSVP HERE [BER
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VIA abre la primera oficina comunitaria enfocada en el proyecto Keep SA Moving

La Oficina de Proyectos de Transito Rapido Avanzado servira como recurso para la futura 'Linea Verde'

Por Lorena Pulido, Ph.D

A medida que VIA Metropolitan Transit
continfia avanzando para ofrecer el primer
corredor de transito rapido avanzado de la
ciudad, los funcionarios locales celebraron
el miércoles la apertura de una oficina de
proyectos disefiada para ser un centro de
informacion para la comunidad.

El presidente/CEO Jeff Arndt estuvo
acompanado por el alcalde Ron Nirenberg,
el ex alcalde y secretario de Vivienda de EE.
UU. Henry Cisneros y el presidente de la
junta de VIA, Fernando Reyes, en la oficina
del proyecto para celebrar su inauguracion.
Aunque la construccion por etapas en el
corredor no comenzara hasta 2025, la ofi-
cina se abrié como un recurso comunitario,
ofreciendo la oportunidad de reunirse con

los miembros del equipo del proyecto, dar
su opinion y obtener actualizaciones sobre
el proyecto de transito transformador.

La celebracion se produce inmediata-
mente después de la accion del Concejo
Municipal y la Junta Directiva de VIA,
que aprobaron dos Acuerdos Interlocales
(ILA) que solidifican la asociacion entre
las dos entidades para mover el Corredor
Norte-Sur de Transito Réapido Avanzado
hasta su finalizacion anticipada en 2027.

Conocido como la “Linea Verde Rapida
VIA”, el corredor se extiende desde cerca
del Aeropuerto Internacional de San Anto-
nio a lo largo de la Avenida San Pedro, a
través del Centro y hacia la Avenida Steves,
cerca de la Mision Concepcion. VIA Rapid
es un nuevo tipo de transporte publico en

San Antonio que generalmente circula en
carriles exclusivos, fuera del trafico regular,
e incluye elementos diseflados para reducir
el tiempo de viaje. Eso incluye el cobro
de tarifas fuera del avion, el embarque en
plataformas niveladas y las sefiales de tra-
fico de prioridad de transito que mantendran
la Linea Verde en funcionamiento incluso
durante los periodos de mayor trafico y
congestion.

Advanced Rapid Transit es un elemento
clave en el plan Keep SA Moving de VIA
que los votantes aprobaron en 2020. La
Oficina de proyectos refleja los esfuerzos
continuos de VIA para mantener al piblico
informado y comprometido con el proyecto,
que esta diseflado para mover a mas perso-
nas mas rapido y mas lejos, y conectar a

mas oportunidades de educacion, empleo,
bienes y recursos. Los recursos del proyecto
incluiran informacién y actualizaciones
digitales e impresas, asi como miembros
del personal disponibles para responder
preguntas y comentarios.

El corredor ART planeado inicialmente
es el primero de su tipo en la region. La
linea tendra un servicio de conexién en el
norte desde Stone Oak Park & Ride y un
servicio de conexion en el extremo sur del
corredor hasta el Brooks Transit Center.
El servicio esta disefiado para mejorar las
opciones de transporte para los casi 54.000
residentes y 108.000 puestos de trabajo
ubicados dentro del corredor de 12 millas.

El proyecto de Transito Rapido Avan-
zado de VIA, el servicio "VIA Rapid"
planificado, contara con el respaldo de fon-
dos federales, aprobados por el Congreso
en 2022. Fue el tnico proyecto de Texas
agregado a la lista de recomendaciones de
financiamiento del presidente Biden para
el afio fiscal 2023. Es la primera vez que
San Antonio y VIA han podido acceder a
este tipo de financiacion, que requiere un
servicio de transito que opere en carriles
exclusivos.

La Oficina de Proyectos ART abrird de
8 a 17 horas, de lunes a viernes, y previa
cita. El horario extendido se anunciara en el
futuro. Para obtener mas informacion o para
solicitar una reunion o presentacion sobre
el proyecto, visite KeepSAmoving.com.

| Sesiéon de Participaciéon Ciudadana
TAFOLLA ESCUELA SECUNDARIA CAFETERTA

Sesion de participacidon ciudadana para contribuir con las caracteristicas del Proyecto
de Restauracion.

Para obtener mas informacion sobre la sesion y el proyecto visite nuestra pagina en internet.
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2023 Tesla Model 3

By Albert Flores

I was honestly excited to finally
jump into a Model Tesla 3 after hav-
ing read and seen so much about the
brand. Let me just say in a nutshell,
IT WAS A BLAST! I was not in the
least bit disappointed. Before I get too
far into my review, I was stunned you
can lease it for $399.00 a month. But
if you are going to buy it, the sticker
price is $37,400 after a tx credit you
get. Ok, let me begin. The Model 3
is the basic model being sold by Tesla.
It can easily fit four adults, with plenty
of room to sit comfortably. It looks a
bit small from the outside, but on the
inside, it felt quite a bit more spacious
than I was expecting. The entire vehi-
cle was so modern, minimalistic yet at
the same time modern and functional.
You know right away you are sitting
in something outside that you are used
to and like a kid in a candy store, you
are ready to give it a test drive. The
steering wheel is smaller than usual
but comfortable. There are all kinds of
adjustments on the response you want
it to have...tight, loose, or responsive.
Before you take off, you need to take a
few minutes like any car, to adjust the
mirrors, the seats, the air condition-
ing, the navigation, and the kind of
displays you want the huge monitor
in the middle of the dashboard to give
you. You have heard about the instant

acceleration an electric motor can give
you and an amazingly quiet ride, well
it certainly did that. But the thing you
need to get used to first is how the car
slows down the minute you let off the
go pedal. Meaning, there is very little
glide, and the car immediately begins
to start slowing down like you have
your foot softly on the brake pedal.
That breaking action by the car is how
it charges the battery while you are
driving. I know it’s strange. Once
you get used to that, the car is not go-
ing to go very far after you let off the
go pedal, you adjust. The ride is so
smooth and quiet. It's like driving a
golf cart with a great deal more style
and power. This Model 3 Tesla had
two electric motors on the two back
wheels. That means you have a rear-
drive vehicle that has twice the push
power that any standard gas-driven
car has. Thus, you get more push
when you hit the pedal. So much so
that you are pushed back in your seat
producing G force making you weigh
at least a couple of times your normal
weight. There is no way you are not
going to be impressed with the accel-
eration you get off an electric motor.
Honestly, I scared everyone I gave a
ride to, just by putting the pedal to
the metal without telling them! It’s
like you were in that car in “Back to
the Future” without all the flash and

1)

sparkles.

The 2023 Tesla Model 3 is avail-
able in several versions. The base
Standard Range Plus model features
a rear-wheel-drive configuration and
a single electric motor, delivering
approximately 263 horsepower. The
Long Range and Performance mod-
els come equipped with dual electric
motors, offering all-wheel drive and
blistering performance. The Long-
Range model delivers around 346
horsepower, while the range-topping
Performance model takes it up a notch
with approximately 444 horsepower.
This power is going to give you an
amazing acceleration, with the Perfor-
mance model capable of reaching 0-60
mph in a mere 3.1 seconds.

So, the big question is how far does
it go before I need to charge it up?
The 2023 Tesla Model 3 offers im-

Automotive Review
by Albert Flores

pressive range and energy efficiency.
The Standard Range Plus variant
delivers approximately 263 miles of
range, while the Long-Range model
extends that to around 353 miles.
Of course, those numbers depend on
driving conditions, weather, and other
factors. Then there is Tesla's extensive
Supercharger network which allows
for convenient and fast charging,
significantly reducing charging times
during long-distance travel. The ad-
vanced navigation system will give
you real-time traffic updates, route
guidance, and access to an extensive

network of charging stations. It’s all
at the touch of your fingertip. This
Tesla did have the automatic diving
function that would allow the car to
drive itself... I decided to pass on
that until I had someone with Tesla
with me to guide me on how exactly
to safely accomplish that. So, bottom
line, WOW you really need to go to
the Tesla Dealership on IH-10 near the
Dominion country club and get a test
drive. Trust me, you are going to sit
at home and figure out how you are
going to afford another car payment!
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