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This grass roots publication is the life 
source for a community that is not easily 
afforded viable access to diverse and ac-
cessible media. San Antonio and the sur-
rounding counties have become accustomed 
to relevant news brought to them in both 
English and Spanish since 1913.

By Yvette Tello
As you may know, gambling is cur-
rently illegal in most forms in Texas. 
However, other states have legalized 
various types of gambling, such as 
casinos and online betting platforms. 
Some argue that legalizing gambling 
could bring significant economic 
benefits, such as increased tourism, 
job creation, and tax revenue. It could 
also provide a source of entertain-
ment for residents who enjoy gam-
bling responsibly.On the other hand, 
opponents express concerns about the 
potential negative impacts of gam-
bling, such as addiction, financial 
problems, and increased crime rates. 
They argue that the social costs may 
outweigh the economic benefits.

What do you think? Should Texas 
consider legalizing gambling, or do 
you believe the current ban should 
remain in place? Let’s talk about it.. 
#letstalkaboutit

Rob Gonzales: “Legalize marijuana 
first. There are too many people 
already addicted to gambling at the 
stores with "legal" 8 liners.”

Carolina Roberts: “Unfortunately, 
Abbott needs to be voted out first, he 
will not approve of legalizing any-
thing that doesn't facilitate him. Like 
gambling or Marijuana, or lowering 
taxes… nothing, unless it's a border 
issue that's been ongoing for hundreds 
of years.”

Sticks Gaitan: “My belief is to leave 
the ban in place. If not, things will 
spiral out of control. People will 
gamble no matter what. Control is 
key.”

Kenneth Raymond: “We are better 
without it!”

Mark Lambert: ‘Every state that 
touches Texas has gambling. The 
ones who are against Texas having 
gambling are all those states! They 
thrive on Texas gamblers traveling 

to these states. And they lobby $$$ 
against Texas ever having legalized 
gambling.. Follow The Money!!”

Michelle: “They’ve tried that, but 
it didn't work because it turns out 
that trying to legislate away human 
nature and human problems doesn't 
work. When you ban stuff, you create 
a vacuum and someone will always 
move to fill it (usually at a greater 
cost to society).Instead of banning 
stuff, you manage by exception. If 
someone has an alcohol addiction, 
you don't ban alcohol for everyone, 
you get the person who has the prob-
lem, help.We know that gambling is 
an issue with some people who have 
an addictive nature so you implement 
policies that work to exclude those 
folk or you make sure that they're 
supported.Some examples: In New 
Zealand, problem gamblers can have 
themselves banned from Casinos and 
venues with Pokie Machines. There 
have been failures to identify folk 
but casinos are now installing fa-
cial recognition technology to better 
identify people who have a gambling 
exclusion order and we’re starting to 
see results.It’s better to manage than 
to ban. If you manage, you still retain 
control (and you can tax it and use 
those taxes to mitigate any damage) 
but if you ban it, you hand over the 
reins (and the profit) to your society's 
underbelly.”

Gabriel Sita: ”Gambling is a con-
troversial issue and there are valid 
arguments on both sides of the debate. 
Some people believe that gambling 
should be illegal because it can lead 
to negative consequences such as 
financial problems, addiction, and 
social problems. There is evidence 
that gambling can lead to negative 
outcomes for a small minority of 
people, particularly those who are 
vulnerable or have underlying mental 
health issues. On the other hand, oth-
ers argue that gambling can be a form 
of entertainment and can provide 
economic benefits, such as job cre-
ation and tax revenue. Many countries 
have regulated gambling industries 

that provide a controlled and safe 
environment for people to gamble in. 
These regulations can include mea-
sures such as age limits, responsible 
gambling initiatives, and measures to 
prevent money laundering and other 
illegal activities.Ultimately, the deci-
sion about whether gambling should 
be legal or illegal is a complex one 
and depends on a variety of factors. 
It is up to each individual society to 
decide what is in its best interests and 
to put in place appropriate regulations 
and safeguards as needed.”

Ivan Shopov: “Honestly, I love gam-
bling, but I know that humanity does 
not benefit from it. We could all do 
without it and focus on more impor-
tant things like flying space rockets 
into space and colonizing Mars. So 
let's say we do ban it. Actually, many 
countries have banned many forms of 
gambling and only a few state mo-
nopolies exist (like lotteries). Turns 
out that banning gambling leads to 
black market filling the void. With the 
intent of the internet also, people can 
gamble easily. So long story short - 
no it should not be banned. It should 
be made legal and rules enforced. I 
believe that automatic deposit limits 
should be in place at 5% the national 
average salary; there should be tools 
for banning yourself from casinos 
(altogether like a black list) and we 
should tax gambling operators and 
fund programs that help problem 
gamblers. Prohibition usually does 
more harm than good. History has 
shown us that we should learn and 
stop "banning" things. What we 
should ban however is advertising. 
That's a thing I am all about. And ban 
the advertisement of any type of event 
inside a casino hall - doesn't matter if 
it is a famous singer giving a concert 
etc. No publicity should be given 
to Casinos and all brick and mortar 
casinos should be required to have 
bland boring exterior facades with no 
flashing letters etc. This kills the busi-
ness somewhat and should be consid-
ered when the tax regime is created of 
course.”

Let’s Talk About It
Debating the Pros and Cons: Should Texas Legalize Gambling?
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By LPT Staff 
San Anto Cultural Arts 

64th Community Mural ex-
plores & exemplifies the 
life & accomplishments of 
Mexican-American civil 
rights leader Jovita Idar. 

Created by San Anto Cul-
tural Arts with lead artist 
Rosalinda Alvarez Turuda 
and assistant Adrian Alvarez 
and located at Dress for Suc-
cess San Antonio, just steps 
from where Jovita Idar lived 
and worked, the mural was 
launched during the Mexi-
can American Civil Rights 
Institute’s 3-day Jovita Idar 
Quarter Launch Celebration 
in September 2023.

Special thanks to the San 
Antonio Area Foundation for 
providing MACRI with criti-

cal funding for the mural! 
MACRI is thrilled to col-

laborate with San Antonio 
City Councilwoman Teri 
Castillo on another opportu-
nity to recognize a Mexican 
American civil rights trail-
blazer through the honorary 
street designation program. 
Last year MACRI worked 
with Councilwoman Cas-
tillo, Mayor Ron Nirenberg, 
and Congressman Joaquin 
Castro to launch an effort to 
recognize civil rights trail-
blazers in our streetscape, 
starting with the designation 
of Emma Tenayuca Memo-
rial Way on a portion of 
Cevallos Street where the 
Pecan Shellers Strike erupted 
in 1938. Recently, Coun-
cilwoman Castillo filled a 

request for the designation 
of Jovita Idar Memorial Way 
along the portion of Perez 
Street where she once lived. 
We hope this designation 

will bring more recognition 
to the contributions Mexi-
can Americans have made 
to advance democracy for 
all. Gracias, Councilwoman 

Castillo!
Please support MACRI at 
a series of public hearings 
to voice your support for 
Jovita Idar Memorial Way!

About the Cover Art: 
SACA'S 64th Community Mural, 

"Las Esperanzas y Justicias de la Ave Negra"
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Casa en Venta - 
Dueño a Dueño $199,900 Precio 
~ 3bed / 2bath Pleasanton, TX ~ 

Llame: (626) 900-1322 
O envíe la palabra “Pleasanton” por 

texto para más información

ALAMO COLLEGES DISTRICT
Purchasing & Contract Administration

Office: (210) 485-0100    Fax: (210) 486-9022

ALAMO COLLEGES DISTRICT 
BID/PROPOSAL INVITATION

The Alamo Colleges District is receiving sealed bids/proposals prior to 
2:00 PM (CST), unless otherwise indicated, 

on the date shown. 

IFB# 2024-0055 PURCHASE OF FUNERAL PRODUCTS
Deadline: April 9, 2024

Specifications are available by visiting Alamo Colleges District web-
site:  www.alamo.edu/purchasing or 

by emailing dst-purchasing@alamo.edu 
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16th annual Vuelo de 
Mariposas Spring Market 

Courtesy of Centro 
Cultural Aztlan 

In addition to the 15th an-
nual Las Mujeres de Aztlan: 
Persistent and Resilient ex-
hibit, Centro Cultural  Aztlan 
presents our 16th annual 
Vuelo de Mariposas Spring 
Market, an indoor/outdoor 
artisan market of  fine-crafts, 
paintings and wearable art by 
some of San Antonio’s most 
noted artists. 

The Vuelo de Mariposas 
Spring Market gives our 
local artists an affordable 
venue in which to sell their  
works of art and provides 
visitors the opportunity to 
meet and greet the artists 
and artisans. Presenting  their 
“spring line,” artists and 
artisans are sure to bring the 
newest trends and colors of 
the season. Visitors can stroll 
through the Deco Building’s 
breezeway and Centro Cul-
tural Aztlan Galeria Expre-
sión  and view our current 
exhibit, the 15th annual Las 
Mujeres de Aztlan: Persis-
tent and Resilient. 

This year’s exhibition fo-
cuses on the resilience and 
persistence of women. These 
qualities, which seem to  be 
innate to women, are used by 
women across the globe to 
address and change the range 
of gender  specific obstacles 
we face. Resilience makes us 
stronger as life changes. We 
develop discernment through  
experience, mistakes, and 
hard knocks. We become 
fearless and adapt to contin-
ual change. Women have  the 
persistence to make societal 
changes such as gaining the 
right to vote, gaining recog-
nition of female  artists, and 

equal pay for some female 
athletes. Artists are encour-
aged to express their unique 
perspective  on these quali-
ties of women. The Lead 
Artist for this exhibition is 
Kathleen Baker Pittman. 

Participating Artists in-
clude: 

Santa Barraza, Kim Bish-
op, Maria J. Brown, Magda-
lena Chellet, Lynn Maverick 
Denzer, Maureen  Doebbler, 
Sara Drescher, Petra Del 
Sol Eubanks, Barbara Felix, 
Robin Gara, Laurel Gibson, 
Crystal  Green, Rose Harms, 
Angelica Mayorga, Marcy 
McChesney, Adriana Netro, 
Denise Pérez, Lenise Pérez 
Miller, Kathleen Baker Pitt-
man, Manola Ramirez, Maria 
Ramirez, Regina Y. Sanders, 
Le Green  Schubert, Sarah 
Shore, Monica Walker, An-
gela Weddle, Liliana Wilson, 
and Theresa Ybáñez. 

Market vendors include: 
Malu Berumen, Noé Garza, 
Norma Gomez, Cristal Gon-
zalez, Debi Lively,  Arman-
do Martinez, Angelica May-
orga, JD Morera, Gricelda C. 
Nill, Yolanda Priego, Martin 
Emmanuel  Rangel, Elliott 
Treviño, Michael Villan-
ueva, and more. 

Vuelo de Mariposas Spring 
Market opens in conjunc-
tion with the 16th Annual 
On and Off  Fredericksburg 
Road Studio Tour on Sat-
urday, March 23 and Sun-
day, March 24, 2024 from 
12- 5pm. For a full list of 
studios and participating art-
ists in the On and Off Fred 
Road Studio Tour please go 
to https://bihlhausarts.org/
about-on-off-fred/ 

Centro Cultural Aztlan is a 

community-based organiza-
tion with a mission to pre-
serve, develop and  promote 
Chicana/o, Latina/o art and 
culture. The center presents 
an array of cultural activi-
ties that  encourages and 
supports artistic creativity, 
preserves our local heritage, 
and makes the arts more 
widely  available to residents 
of all backgrounds, ages and 
interests.



6 La Prensa Texas SAN ANTONIO 17 de Marzo de 2024

Comisión de Calidad Ambiental de Texas

AVISO DE RECIBIMIENTO DE LA SOLICITUD E INTENCIÓN DE OBTENER
RENOVACIÓN DEL PERMISO DE AIRE (NORI)

NÚMERO DE PERMISO 70661 

Siegel Select San Antonio:

¡Oferta Especial para Estancias Largas! ¡Tarifas semanales

 a $289 y un Programa de Recompensas Siegel gratuito!

Quédate donde te valoran.” Llamar 210-794-9596!
 

Siegel Suites San Antonio:
Grandes habitaciones tipo estudio: 

Servicios públicos 
GRATIS. Solo $249 por semana. Sin cargos ocultos.

Se admiten mascotas. 
Programa de recompensas gratuito. 

Llamar 210-226-4361!

ALAMO COLLEGES DISTRICT
Purchasing & Contract Administration

Office: (210) 485-0100    Fax: (210) 486-9022

ALAMO COLLEGES DISTRICT 
BID/PROPOSAL INVITATION

The Alamo Colleges District is receiving sealed bids/proposals 
prior to 2:00 PM (CST), unless otherwise indicated, 

on the date shown below. 

RFP-2024-0056 PURCHASE OF A FEASIBILITY STUDY AND 
IMPLEMENTATION OF A COMPREHENSIVE 

FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN
Deadline: April 2, 2024

Specifications are available by visiting Alamo Colleges District 
website: www.alamo.edu/purchasing or 
by emailing dst-purchasing@alamo.edu 
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Por Franco 
El delantero estelar 

francés Víctor Wembanya-
ma apodado cariñosamente 
Wemby. No ha quedado 
mal con su legión de se-
guidores en Bexar County. 

Sede del pentacampeón 
Spurs de San Antonio. 

Wenby por segundo mes 
consecutivo ganó el NBA 
Rookie Of The Month 
Award en ka Western Con-
ference durante su espec-
tacular actuación durante 
el mes de febrero. 

En boletín oficial infor-
mativo de Spurs Sports 
and Entertainment. Sé dijo. 
Qué éste fue su segundo 
nombramiento, destacan-
dose por primera vez desde 
la época de Tim Duncan 
quién en Marzo y Abril de 
1998, los ganó haciendo 
historia con Spurs y la 
NBA.

Wembanyama participó 
en los 12 partidos [cómo 
estelar] pará los Spurs en 
febrero con promedio de 
juego de 21.3 puntos, 10.7 
rebotes, 4.5 asistencias, 
con liderato en la Liga de 
3.92 bloqueos y 2.00 ro-
bos durante 28.9 minutos 
de juego, pará así ser el 
líder entre los novatos del 
circuito en el mejor balon-
cesto mundial. 

El 12 de febrero Wemby 
visitando a Raptors anotó 
27 puntos, 14 rebotes, 10 
bloqueos. 5 asistencias 
con lo qué sé convirtió en 
el quinto jugador en la his-
toria de la NBA, teniendo 
en la   Liga con promedio 
de 25 o más puntos, 10 

rebotes, más de 5 loqueos 
y más de 5 asistencias, 
con 5 triples. Con lo qué 
sé unió al legendario poste 
Kareem Abdul Jabbar, por 
igual con Hakeem Olaju-
won, Ralph Sampson y The 
Admiral David Robinson.
Wemby, sé convirtió en el 
cuarto novato en los anales 

de la NBA, quién anotó 
un triple-double con 10 
bloqueos desde la época de 
David Robinson  (1990). 
Wemby con 27 unidades 
anotadas, 10 rebotes, 8 
asistencias, 5 bloqueos y 
5 robos de balón contra 
Los Ángeles Lakers en 
febrero 23, sé convirtió 

en el primer jugador de la  
historia de la NBA, quién 
puso 5x5 marca en ése par-
tido.lo cuál ha sido única 
marca pará un novato. El 
15o jugador en la NBA 
quién logró dicha hazaña. 

Wemby cerró el mes de 
febrero [29 Frost Bank 
Center], despues de la 

gira anual del Rodeo San 
Antonio, ante Thunder con 
foja personal de 25 puntos. 
10 rebotes, 5 asistencias 
y 5 triples en Víctor con 
pizarra de 132- 118.

Por consiguiente sé re-
portó qué durante el mes 
(febrero 2024), Wemban-
yama, alcanzó los 1,000 
puntos, con 500 rebotes y 
150 bloqueos pará conver-
tirse en el tercer jugador 
más veloz en la historia de 
la NBA, en poner dicho 
récord con lo qué comparte 
Honores al lado de Da-
vid Robinson y Shaquille 
O'Neal. Wemby a la vez 
sé convirtió en el primer 
jugador en la historia de 
la liga quién obtiene más 
de 150 asistencias. 150+ 
bloqueos y 75+ triples en 
la misma temporada. En las 
fotos Wmby aparece du-
rante el exitoso Spurs Me-
dia Day dónde fue captado 
por Franco, quién recibió 
su credencial NBA pará 
cubrir consecutivamente 
su temporada número 34. 
Gracias al apoyó del buen 
amigo Tom James, director 
general de medios, y de los 
también buenos amigos 
Kris Davis y Jordan How-
enstine, quiénes ostentan 
cargos de señoria en dicho 
departamento, quiénes an-
ualmente aportan boletines 
informativos y siempre han 
dado todas las facilidades 
a La Prensa Texas en la 
cobertura de los partidos y 
actividades comunitarias 
del pentacampeón Los 
Spurs de San Antonio. 

Wemby NBA Novato Del Mes
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$59 Off Any Pest Control Service

San Antonio 8114 City Base Landing

Suite 116 San Antonio, TX 78235

(210) 343-5434

www.anytimepesteliminationsanantonio.com

Se Habla Espanol 

PROGRAMA 
PRESENCIA DIGITAL 

¡EMPIECE 
HOY 

MISMO!

La ciudad de San Antonio 
está apoyando a las pequeñas 
empresas de San Antonio para 
que lleguen a más clientes 
en línea. ¡Responda la breve 
encuesta y comience hoy! 
¡Es posible que sea elegible 
para recibir servicios digitales 
gratuitos!

Visite https://Sanantonio.Digital para realizar la encuesta 
y recibir un informe útil. 

¿ESTÁ BUSCANDO 
AMPLIAR EL 
ALCANCE DIGITAL 
DE SU EMPRESA?
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"The Long Game" Movie Screening: A Night of Inspiration and 
Support for the Mexican-American Community in San Antonio

Courtesy of 
Louis Escareno

Get your tickets now 
for an EXCLUSIVE 
screening of "The Long 
Game," a feature film 
(releasing in theaters 
April 12, 2024) that cel-
ebrates the triumphant 
story of the Del Rio Mus-
tangs, a group of young 
Mexican-American cad-
dies in 1955 who wanted 
to play golf despite hav-
ing few resources (and 
even created their own 
homemade course on 
bare South Texas land), 
and ultimately perse-
vered competing against 
affluent, all-white teams 
to win the 1957 Texas 
state golf championship. 

This special fundrais-
ing event is hosted by 
The Mexican American 
Bar Association of San 
Antonio, in partnership 
with Mucho Mas Me-
dia.  Ticket sales will 
enable students from 

local communities in 
San Antonio to attend 
the screening for free, 
fostering accessibility 
to an inspirational story 
while providing impor-
tant historical context 
and cultural awareness.

Proceeds from the 
event will also bene-
fit the Pete Torres, Jr. 
Memorial Scholarship, 
providing scholarships 
for area college-bound 
students (many of whom 
are from underserved 
communities and the 
first in their families to 
attend college) and the 
Edward Charles Founda-
tion for Project Película, 
an organization who do-
nates tickets to school-
age children living along 
the Mexican-American 
border so that they may 
experience the movie.

 “The Long Game” is 
a 2023 American his-
torical drama film ad-

aptation of Humberto 
G. Garcia's 2010 novel 
Mustang Miracle. The 
film is directed by Julio 
Quintana and stars Jay 
Hernandez and Dennis 
Quaid. The movie made 
its world premiere at the 
2023 SXSW Film Fes-
tival, where it won the 
Narrative Spotlight Au-
dience Award. The film 
is scheduled to be re-
leased theatrically in the 
United States on April 

12, 2024.

Event Details:

Date: March 28, 2024

Pre-show: 6:30 PM, 
featuring speeches by 
Humberto Garcia, the au-
thor of the book Mustang 
Miracle, upon which 
the movie is based, and 
representatives from the 
Mexican American Bar 
Association and Mucho 

Mas Media.

Showtime: 7:00 PM

Locat ion:Edgewood 
Theatre of Performing 
Arts 402 Lance St., San 
Antonio, TX 78237

Tickets: $50

The Mexican American 
Bar Association of San 
Antonio provides a plat-
form for lawyers to pro-
mote social, economic, 
political, and educational 
advancement. 

Mucho Mas Media is 
a multimedia company 
committed to empow-
ering inclusive stories, 
filmmakers, and talent, 
reflecting the rich diver-
sity of our communities.

Join us for an evening 
of film, history, and com-
munity as we honor our 
past and inspire our 
future.                          
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By Ricardo Romo, Ph.d
On March 9, a mural recognizing 

Women’s History Month and honoring 
Latina civil rights and political activ-
ist, Jovita Idar, was unveiled on a Frio 
Street building west of downtown San 
Antonio. Idar was a leader in Texas for 
women’s rights and a thirty-year resi-
dent of the city. In 1911, she founded 
La Liga Femenil Mexicanista, one of 
the first Latina feminist organizations 
in the United States.

The mural,  sponsored by “Las Es-
peranzas y Justicias de la Ave Negra,” 
the Mexican American Civil Rights 
Institute [MACRI], and Dress for Suc-
cess San Antonio, is the 64th mural 
completed by San Anto Cultural Arts. 
The March 9 dedication ceremony and 
blessing of the mural were planned 
to coincide with Women’s History 
Month and  International Women's 
Day.  

 International Women's Day has 
broad objectives celebrating women's 
social, economic, cultural, and politi-
cal achievements. But this important 
International Women's Day event also 
opens the door to educating women 
and raising awareness about women’s 
equality. In addition, this influential 
movement calls for positive change 
in advancing women in all areas and 
has led to the celebration of Women’s 
History Month.

The first gathering calling for 
women across the globe to organize 
began in 1911 in Western Europe. That 
initial call for action brought more than 
a million women and men together in 
several European capitals. The earliest 
campaigns called for “women's right to 
work, vote, be trained, to hold public 
office, and an end to discrimination.”  
Among the early Latinas fighting for 
the right to vote and for justice and 
fairness in the workplace was the na-
tive of South Texas, Jovita Idar.

Idar is an important historical figure, 
not only for Texans but also for Latinas 
in the Americas.  Born in Laredo in 
1885, Idar earned a teaching certificate 
in 1903 and taught in a small school 
near Laredo. She left teaching after a 
few years to join her father and two 
brothers as a writer for her father’s 
weekly newspaper, La Cronica. 

When the Mexican Revolution 
broke out in 1910, Idar crossed the bor-
der and joined La Cruz Blanca, a medi-
cal group similar to the Red Cross. 
Idar served as a nurse but returned to 
Laredo in 1911 to continue her work 
for progressive political policies. She 
joined her father in writing articles in 
La Cronica about the plight of Mexican 
American children in Texas.

Much is known about the efforts of 
European women organizing for equal-
ity, but until recent times,  little has 
been written about the founding of or-
ganizations by Latina women seeking 
similar objectives in the United States.  
In 1911, Jovita Idar spearheaded a 
feminist movement in South Texas that 
called for women to be equal partners 
with men. The intrepid feminist Idar 
of Laredo founded the Liga Femenil 
Mexicanista in 1911. Maria-Cristina 
Garcia wrote that the Liga “is one of 
the first-known attempts by Mexican 
American women to unite for a social 
and political cause.”

Idar’s 1914 editorial criticizing 
President Woodrow Wilson’s decision 
to send U.S. military forces into Mex-
ico in search of Francisco Villa landed 
her in trouble with Texas law officials. 
The Texas governor ordered the Texas 
Rangers to shut down El Progreso, the 
newspaper where she worked with her 
brothers.  When the Rangers arrived at 
the newspaper office, Idar blocked the 
door and prevented the Rangers from 
entering. The Rangers later returned 
and permanently damaged the printing 

equipment.  

 Idar moved to San Antonio in 1917 
and lived in the city’s Westside from 
the time of her marriage that year until 
she died in 1946.  During that time, she 
established a free kindergarten pro-
gram and volunteered as an interpreter 
for Spanish-speaking patients at the 
San Antonio County Hospital near her 
home on Frio Street. Her home in the 
1940s was not far from the location of 
the mural now dedicated in her honor.

The mural honoring Jovita Idra was 
completed by the  San Anto Cultural 
Arts with lead artist Rosalinda Alvarez 
Turuda assisted by Adrian Alvarez.   A 
statement painted on the mural reads: 
‘Women are no longer men’s servants 
but their equals, their partners.’ The 
mural depicts a Latina woman next to 
the proclamation titled “La Cronica” 
with the subheading “La Liga Femi-
nil Mexicanistas Primer Congresso 
Mexicanista.”

Another cultural event honoring 
Women’s History Month is a Latina art 
exhibit titled “Las Mujeres de Aztlan: 
Persistent and Resilient ”  at Centro 
Cultural Aztlan located in the Westside 
neighborhood in San Antonio, Texas

The 15th Annual Las Mujeres de 
Aztlan exhibition opened on Friday 
evening March 8th at the Centro 
Cultural Aztlan.  Curators Malena 
Gonzalez-Cid and Ruth Guajardo 
noted that this year’s exhibition 
focuses on the resilience and persis-

tence of women.  Santa Barraza of 
Kingsville, Texas,  Liliana Wilson of 
Boerne, Texas, and two San Antonio 
sisters Manola, and Maria Ramirez, of 
Southtown are among the 27 artists in 
this year’s show.

In 1990, Barraza shared her artistic 
approach and philosophy with curators 
of a large exhibit, Chicano Art: Resis-
tance and Affirmation [A UCLA Ex-
hibit]. Barraza wrote:  “I am interested 
in borders as regions of appropriation. 
I appropriated pre-Columbian symbols 
and myths as well as  historical and 
contemporary symbols as mechanisms 
for resistance to oppression and as-
similation.”

For the San Antonio Las Mujeres 
exhibit, Barraza remained true to 
her earlier philosophy. “ In her new 
work, “Codex of Maternal Abuelos/
Grandparents,” Barraza explained 

that the entire format of the painting “is 
an appropriation of the pre-Columbian 
codices.” She added that in her art 
pieces in the exhibit, her grandparents 
are “surrounded by a simple, flat land-
scape, typical of the Mesoamerican 
codices, and also reminiscent of South 
Texas.”  

Barraza recently retired from teach-
ing at Texas A&M Kingsville and 
remains committed to her art.  She has 
also opened an art gallery and studio 
in the downtown center of Kingsville 
to show Latino art and to continue 
her dedication to promoting images 
of cultural interpretations and affir-
mation. As a  Chicano feminist and 
cultural interpreter, Barraza features 
modern visual presentations including 
labor leader Emma Tennayuca, singers 
Selena and Lydia Mendoza, and the 
Soldaderas of the Mexican Revolution.

San Anto Cultural Arts,  Jovita Idár, “Las Esperanzas y Justicias 
de la Ave Negra.” Photo by Ricardo Romo.

Latinas Celebrate Women’s History Month with 
a Jovita Idar Mural and Mujeres Exhibit

Terry Ybanez,  “Rebecca Flores: Una Mujer de Persistencia y 
Resistencia.” [Texas Labor leader] Photo by Ricardo Romo.  
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Latina artist Liliana Wilson, born in 
Valparaiso, Chile, and now residing 
north of San Antonio, is known for 
portraying immigrants and working-
class people in her art.   As a first-
generation Latina immigrant, she 
addresses her concerns for the plight 
of humanity by looking at global issues 
such as migration, climate change, and 
social justice.

Her work has always championed 
social justice and opposition to op-
pression and violence. Today, she 
continues to touch on global themes. 
Viewers find in many of her paintings 
a compassion for the poor, the hungry, 
and those living under oppressive 
political regimes.

Although she seems driven by a de-
sire to speak for those without access to 
power and wealth, Liliana’s work also 
shows a desire to understand common 
individuals’ struggles with despair, 
fear, and hopelessness

The Southtown sisters, Manola 
and Maria Ramirez, began art train-
ing when Maria convinced her older 
sister Manola to take a life drawing art 
class with her at San Antonio College 
[SAC] ten years ago.  Maria began her 
art training in the city’s Say Si youth 
art program and saw art as a possible 
career.  

The Life Drawing class at SAC  
proved transformational to Manola. 
Her art teachers commented on her 

creative talent and encouraged her to 
seek an art degree. After two years at 
SAC, the Ramirez sisters transferred 
to The University of Texas at Austin 
and graduated with Bachelor of Art 
degrees in 2018.

The Ramirez sisters, Manola and 
Maria sisters operate an all-female 
collaborative space known as Lavaca 
Studios in Southtown, San Antonio. 
There they create, teach, and provide 
artistic resources to the community.  

The mural dedication to Jovita Idar 
and the Las Mujeres exhibit at the 
Centro Cultural Aztlan demonstrate a 
desire by Latina women artists to ad-
dress the historical omission of women 
in history and the arts.

The 15th Annual Las Mujeres de Aztlan. 
Photo by Ricardo Romo. 

Denise Perez, “Mexican Dress, Texas Sunset.”  
Photo by Ricardo Romo

Santa Barraza, “Codex of Maternal 
Abuelos/Grandparents.” Photo by Ricardo Romo.

Liliana Wilson.  [Immigration series] 
Photo by Ricardo Romo

Maria Ramirez, “Los Colores.”  
Photo by Ricardo Romo. 

Manola Ramirez, “Azalea.”  
Photo by Ricardo Romo.

Sarah Shore, “Imposter.”  Photo by Ricardo Romo.
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There’s plenty to get done when running a small business. That’s why a Frost Business Loan  
includes more than just capital. From award-winning online banking tools to nationally recognized  

dedicated service, get all the banking solutions you need — and deserve. 

Give us a call 24/7 at (800) 513-7678  
or visit your nearest financial center to get started.

We take care of the financing, 
so you can focus on growing.

FrostBank.com  |  Member FDIC

Exactly What You UnexpectedTM
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In Memory Of Robert Vargas Herrera
March 1, 1944 - February 29, 2024

It is with deep sorrow 
that we announce the pass-
ing of Robert Herrera. 
Robert was born on March 
1, 1944, and peacefully 
left this world on Febru-
ary 29, 2024 to join his 
family, brothers and all his 
drinking/traveling bud-
dies. He went to Heaven to 
celebrate his 80th birthday 
and what a party that must 
have been. 

Robert was a quiet, lov-
ing man whose presence 
always brought a sense 
of comfort and peace. 
His teachings included 
the values of patience, 
honesty, and integrity, 
often expressing, "Good 
things come to those who 
wait," and, "I'd rather owe 
it to you than cheat you 
out of it". These guiding 
principles were not only 
words but were reflected 
in his actions throughout 
his life.

A very proud Fox Tech 
High School alumni, he 
then received an asso-
ciates degree from San 
Antonio College. An in-
dividual of great deter-
mination, one of Robert's 
proudest accomplishments 
was graduating from the 
University of Texas at 
Austin in 1968. His aca-
demic success served as 
an inspiration not only to 
his family but to all who 
knew him.

He was preceded in 
death by his mom Esther 

Vargas Herrera, his dad 
Candelario Dominguez 
Herrera, his very much 
loved Tia Chana (Luci-
ana Herrera). His brother 
Richard and his youngest 
brother Edward James 
(La Wrecka). Many aunts, 
uncles and cousins. 

Robert married his soul 
mate, Sally Cortez Larios 
on November 26, 1966, 
they had a wonderful love 
affair for 57 years. Their 
first child, Juan Carlos 
was born in 1969 and in 
1975 their daughter Ana 
Lucia was born. 

Robert and Sally loved 
to travel with their dear 
friends to various loca-
tions later in life. His 
travels gave him a new 
appreciation and love for 
Paris and Venice. 

Robert’s gentle spirit, 
loving heart, and wisdom 
will be dearly missed by 
all. His legacy will forever 
be imprinted in those he 
loved and impacted. May 
his soul rest in peace.
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Comisión de Calidad Ambiental de Texas

Aviso de Recibimiento de la Solicitud e Intención de Obtener el Permiso de 
Desechos Sólidos Municipales
Permiso Propuesto No. 2420

Solicitud.  Lealco, Inc., ha solicitado a la 
Comisión de Calidad Ambiental de Texas 
(TCEQ, por sus siglas en inglés) por permit para 
autorizar una Estación de Transferencia de 
Residuos Sólidos Urbanos con una capacidad 
de transferencia propuesta de 2,500 toneladas 
diarias. El sitio está ubicado en 10244 Farm 
to Market Road 1346 en el Condado de Bexar, 
Texas, 78101. La TCEQ recibió esta solicitud el 
January 22, 2024. La solicitud  está disponible 
para leer y copiar en the Schaefer Branch Li-
brary, 6322 US Highway 87 East, San Antonio, 
Texas 78222 in Bexar County, y se puede ver 
en línea en https://ftwweaverboos.com/. El 
enlace a continuación a un mapa electrónico de 
la ubicación general del sitio o de la instalación 
es proporcionado como una cortesía y no es 
parte de la solicitud o del aviso: https://arcg.
is/XPGHn0. Para la ubicación exacta, consulte 
la solicitud.

Aviso Adicional.  El Director Ejecutivo de 
la TCEQ ha determinado que la solicitud es 
administrativamente completa y conducirá 
una revisión técnica de la solicitud. Después 
de completar la revisión técnica, el Director 
Ejecutivo puede preparar un borrador del per-
miso y emitirá una Decisión Preliminar sobre la 
solicitud. El Aviso de la Solicitud y la Decisión 
Preliminar será publicada y enviada a los que 
están en la lista de correo de las personas a 
lo largo del condado que desean recibir los 
avisos y los que están en la lista de correo 
que desean recibir avisos de esta solicitud. El 
aviso dará la fecha límite para someter co-
mentarios públicos.

Comentario Público/Reunión Pública.  
Usted puede presentar comentarios públicos 
o pedir una reunión pública sobre esta so-
licitud. El propósito de una reunión pública es 
para dar la oportunidad de presentar comentar-
ios o hacer preguntas acerca de la solicitud. La 
TCEQ realizará una reunión pública si el Direc-
tor Ejecutivo determina que existe un interés 
público suficiente en la solicitud, o si es pedida 
por un legislador local. Una reunión pública no 
es una audiencia de caso impugnado.

Oportunidad de una Audiencia de Caso 
Impugnado.  Después del plazo para presen-
tar comentarios públicos, el Director Ejecutivo 
considerará todos los comentarios apropiados 
y preparará una respuesta a todos los co-
mentarios públicos esenciales, pertinentes, o 
significativos. A menos que la solicitud haya 
sido remitida directamente para una audi-
encia de caso impugnado, la respuesta a los 
comentarios y la decisión del Director Ejecu-

tivo será enviada por correo a todos los que 
hayan presentado comentarios públicos y a las 
personas que estén en la lista de correo sobre 
esta solicitud. Si se han recibido comentarios, 
el aviso también proveerá instrucciones para 
solicitar una audiencia de caso impugnado o 
una reconsideración de la decisión del Direc-
tor Ejecutivo. Una persona que puede ser 
afectada por la instalación propuesta tiene el 
derecho a solicitar de la TCEQ una audiencia 
de caso impugnado. Una audiencia de caso im-
pugnado es un procedimiento legal similar a un 
juicio civil en un tribunal de distrito del estado.

Para Solicitar una Audiencia de Caso 
Impugnado, Usted Debe Incluir en su 
Solicitud los Siguientes Datos:  Su nom-
bre, dirección y número de teléfono; el nom-
bre del solicitante y número del permiso; la 
ubicación y la distancia de su propiedad/
actividades con respecto a la instalación; una 
descripción específica de cómo sería usted 
afectado negativamente por la instalación en 
una manera no común al público en general; 
una lista de todas las cuestiones de hecho en 
disputa que usted presente durante el perío-
do de comentarios; y la declaración “[Yo/
nosotros] solicito/solicitamos una audiencia 
de caso impugnado.” Si presenta la petición 
para una audiencia de caso impugnado de 
parte de un grupo o asociación, debe iden-
tificar una persona que representa al grupo 
para recibir correspondencia en el futuro; 
identificar el nombre y la dirección física de 
un miembro del grupo que sería afectado 
adversamente por la planta o la actividad 
propuesta; proveer la información indicada 
anteriormente con respecto a la ubicación 
del miembro afectado y su distancia de la 
planta o actividad propuesta; explicar cómo y 
porqué el miembro sería afectado; y explicar 
cómo los intereses que el grupo desea prote-
ger son pertinentes al propósito del grupo.

Después del cierre de todos los períodos de 
comentarios y de petición que aplican, el 
Director Ejecutivo enviará la solicitud y cual-
quier petición para reconsideración o para una 
audiencia de caso impugnado a los Comisiona-
dos de la TCEQ para su consideración durante 
una reunión programada de la Comisión. La 
Comisión sólo puede conceder una solicitud 
de una audiencia de caso impugnado sobre los 
temas que el solicitante haya presentado en sus 
comentarios oportunos que no fueron retirados 
posteriormente.

Si se concede una audiencia, el tema de la au-
diencia estará limitado a cuestiones de hecho 

en disputa o cuestiones mixtas de hecho y de 
derecho que son pertinentes y materiales a la 
decisión de la Comisión sobre la solicitud que 
se hayan presentado durante el período de 
comentarios.

Lista de Correo.  Si presenta comentarios pú-
blicos, una petición para una audiencia de caso 
impugnado o una petición para reconsideración 
de la decisión del Director Ejecutivo, añadire-
mos su nombre a la lista de correo para esta 
solicitud para recibir futuros avisos públicos 
enviados por la Oficina del Secretario Oficial. 
Además, puede pedir que la TCEQ ponga su 
nombre en (1) la lista de correo permanente 
para un específico nombre de solicitante y 
número de permiso y/o (2) la lista de correo 
para un condado específico. Para ser añadido 
a una lista de correo permanente y/o una de 
condado, especifique claramente cuál/cuáles 
lista(s) y envíe su petición por correo a la Ofi-
cina del Secretario Oficial de la TCEQ.

Información Disponible en Línea.  Para 
detalles sobre el estado de la solicitud, visite 
la Base de Datos Integrada de los Comisiona-
dos (CID, por sus siglas en inglés) al www.tceq.
texas.gov/goto/cid. Una vez que haya obtenido 
acceso al CID usando el enlace de arriba, rel-
lene el número de permiso de esta solicitud, la 
cual está proporcionada al inicio de este aviso.

Comunicación y Transferencia de Infor-
mación a la Agencia.  Todos los comentari-
os públicos y solicitudes deben ser presenta-
das electrónicamente vía www14.tceq.texas.
gov/epic/eComment/ o por escrito dirigidos 
a la TCEQ, Office of Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. 
Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Tenga 
en cuenta que cualquier información personal 
que usted proporcione, incluyendo su nom-
bre, número de teléfono, dirección de correo 
electrónico y dirección física pasarán a formar 
parte del registro público de la Agencia. Para 
obtener más información acerca de esta solici-
tud de permiso o el proceso de permisos, llame 
al programa de educación pública de la TCEQ, 
gratis, al 1-800-687-4040 o visite su sitio de la 
red al www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea 
información en español, puede llamar al 1-800-
687-4040.

Se puede obtener más información de Lealco, 
Inc. en la dirección postal 3 Hughes Landing, 8th 
Floor, The Woodlands, Texas 77381 o llamando 
a Mr. Brett O’Connor al (620) 778-2039

Fecha de emisión: March 1, 2024
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Bedrooms for Rent:  near SW Military/New Laredo Hwy; 6 bdrm/2 ½ baths; furnished; AC; W/D; 
$150 deposit; $150 wk ($600 mth); deposit and first week rent due prior to move-in; landlord pays 
electricity/water; Month-to-Month Lease; If interested call 210-621-4813.
Habitaciones en alquiler: cerca de SW Military/Nueva Laredo Hwy; 6 dormitorios (1 persona por 
dormitorio); 2 ½ baños; amueblado; aire acondicionado; lavadora/secadora; depósito de $150; 
$150 por semana ($600 por mes); el propietario pagará la electricidad/agua; el depósito y el alquiler de 
la primera semana se deben pagar al momento de la mudanza; arrendamiento mes a mes; Si está 
interesado llame al 210-621-4813.

By Rachel Benavidez
Special to La Prensa Texas
Standing on the bow of the 

newest ferry to set sail from 
Galveston’s shore, Hope An-
drade’s diminutive frame could 
have been dwarfed by the hulk-
ing, nearly 300-foot vessel or 
the expansive horizon behind 
her. Instead, she stood beaming 
at the boat’s impressive ameni-
ties and massive structure that 
were a point of pride and of 
contrast for her petite stature.
“I stand before you today, 

measuring 5 feet tall,” An-
drade said. “But I’m filled with 
enough pride in all we have ac-
complished together that I feel 
I could reach up and touch the 
Texas sky.” 
The Esperanza “Hope” An-

drade, the first new ferry added 
to the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) fleet 
in over a decade, made its 
maiden voyage off the coast of 
Galveston on Monday, March 
4. The christening ceremony for 
the 293-foot vessel took place 
on International Women’s Day, 
a fitting date to celebrate the 
first Galveston Ferry named for 
a woman and for a Latina. 
The state-of-the-art vessel 

operated by TxDOT is the 
namesake of the longtime busi-
ness and civic leader who holds 
several distinctions in San An-
tonio and Texas history. 
Andrade was the first woman 

to serve as chair of the Texas 
Transportation Commission 
and the first Latina Texas Sec-

retary of State, serving under 
former Texas Gov. Rick Perry, 
who was present at the cer-
emony.
“I couldn’t think of anyone 

more deserving,” Perry said 
in remarks honoring Andrade, 
who holds a place in the San 
Antonio Women’s Hall of 
Fame, the Texas Transporta-
tion Institute’s Hall of Honor. 
Most recently, she was the 
inaugural inductee to the VIA 
Metropolitan Transit Hall of 
Honor, where she served as an 
influential Board member and 
Board chair. 
Hundreds of yellow roses 

spelled out “HOPE” and con-
trasted the grey clouds and calm 
seas that stretched out behind 
the lectern where a sometimes-
tearful Andrade thanked attend-
ees, including family members, 
business colleagues and friends, 
for their unwavering support 
throughout her impressive ca-
reer of public service. 
“The love and encouragement 

I have received from my family 
sustains me,” she said. “It has 
made my life in public service 
possible but also, so very worth 
it.” 
The former transportation 

commissioner also thanked the 
13,000 TxDOT employees who 
she recognized as the agency’s 
most valuable assets. “They 
are what makes this agency the 
very best,” she said and wished 
for safe passage for the ferry’s 
crews and passengers.
“It has been my privilege and 

great honor to be part of the 
TxDOT family and the work we 
continue to do together, as we 
set sail for evermore promising 
horizons,” she added.
TxDOT Executive Direc-

tor Marc Williams, TxDOT 
Houston District Engineer 
Eliza Paul, former State Sen. 
Leticia Van de Putte, and VIA 
Metropolitan Transit Board 
Chair Fernando Reyes, who 
succeeded Andrade on the VIA 
Board in 2021 and serves as the 
La Prensa Texas Newspaper 
Board Chair, were among the 
dignitaries in attendance.
The impressive ferry will op-

erate daily and is free to ride. 
It can carry 495 passengers and 
70 passenger vehicles, or eight 
18-wheeler trucks per trip. It 
will connect Galveston to Port 
Bolivar, a busy maritime hub 
since the 1930s.   
“The debut of the Esperanza 

"Hope" Andrade ferry heralds 
a new era characterized by 
efficiency, sustainability, and 
safety,” TxDOT said in a news 
release that touted the vessel’s 
cutting-edge propulsion tech-
nology and pioneering battery 
energy storage systems. “Hope 
Andrade's indelible mark on 
Texas transportation is beyond 
compare,” it continues. “With 
the christening of this vessel 
bearing her name, we pay hom-
age not only to her remarkable 
accomplishments but also to 
the beacon of progress she 
embodies.”

Newest TxDOT Ferry Named for 
San Antonio’s Hope Andrade
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Por Sendero Deportivo
El club Stay Ready del 

manager Roland Salazar 
en gran final del playoff 
[Liga Dawg House Sports 
- Dirigida por la dama 
Elena Rodríguez], con 
sede en Normoyle Park, sé 
coronó campeón derrotan-
do 12-5 carreras al trabuco 
Softball Kings del man-
ager y jugador Papo Garza 
y sus coaches-jugadores 
John Santos y Valdo Vil-
larreal. El jugador MVP 
del campeón fue John 
Maldonado de acuerdo al 
timonel Salazar. Durante 
intermedio en los partidos 
Papo Garza y sus coaches, 

presentó colorida camiseta 
a Franco La Prensa Texas. 
Quién agradeció ser ju-
gador honorario de éste 
popular deporte Softball 
Slowpitch, el cuál él hace 
cuatro décadas lo llevó de 
Los Ángeles a la ciudad 
de Navojoa y lo jugó a 
nivel internacional, con 
los equipos del PRI y Liga 
Cerveceros en el Condado 
de Orange, California. 
En resultados del play-

off por el campeonato 
categoría Masters 50+ 
con sede campo 2 estadio 
Potranco Baseball Field 
[Presentada por El Ja-
ral Mexican Restaurant 

ubicado en el 5140 Roos-
velt Ave.] propiedad del 
artista Eloy Rocha cuya 
liga es dirigida por Simón 
Sánchez presidente y 
Frank Torres quién ostenta 
el cargo de compilador y 
comentarista oficial. Éste 
fue el resultado entre el 
actual campeón Yankees 
de Luis Velázquez y As-
tros del manager y jugador 
Pedro Espinoza. 
Yankees con su lanzador 

estelar izquierdo Moi-
sés Cervantes dominó la 
artillería de Astros qué 
tuvo pitcheo del campeón 
Alfredo Obregón  quién 
aceptó la derrota con pizar-
ra 8-2. Javier García de 
Astros pegó de 3-2 seguido 
por el zurdo Rafita López 
con perfecto 3-3. Por Yan-
kees destacó Óscar Montes 
con perfecto 4-4. Fue felic-
itado por sus compañeros 
tendrán tras ser declarado 
campeón de bateó en la 
temporada con promedio 
de .566 seguido por su 

hermano Tony con .528. 
Frank Torres, dijo qué 

un posible juego de pre-
paración sé jugará gracias 
al acuerdo de los mane-
jadores Benito Martínez 
"El Venado" y Jimmy 
Martínez y los coaches 
Alacrán Galindo y Roberto 
Cervantes. 
En liga Abierta dominical 

Potranco dedicada a los di-
rectivos Nacho García 
y Efrain Cruz Franco 
de Cardenales, sé reg-
istraron estos inte-
resantes resultados: 
Águilas de Luis Cer-
ros y Nicho Jacome 
derrotó a Pericos 7-1 
en el clásico de "Los 
Emplumados". Indios 
de Nava de Pachin 
Martínez y Rudy Bar-
rientez,  doblegaron 
a Rieleros 12-6, en 
partido qué atrajo 
buena cantidad de 
seguidores de ambos 
teams en el campo 1 
del estadio Potranco 

Baseball Field. En las fo-
tos aparecen el campeón 
Stay Ready. John Campos, 
Valdo Villarreal y Papo 
Garza de Softball Kings 
presentando camiseta a 
Franco La Prensa Texas. 
Óscar Montes, de Yankees 
campeón de bateó. 

(Fotos de Franco).

Stay Ready Campeón Slowpitch 
Yankees Ganó El Primero A Los Astros 
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Reflejo Court Receives Level 1 Trauma Informed 
Care Certification From The Ecumenical Center

Courtesy of Judge Rosie 
Speedlin Gonzalez

This month Reflejo Court 
became the first court in Bexar 
County to receive Level 1 Trau-
ma Informed Certification. It is 
now recognized as a court that 
works to build resilience and 
empower its participants by pro-
viding physical, psychological, 
and emotional support through 
the principles of safety, trust-
worthiness, choice, collabora-
tion, and empowerment. The 
certification process involved 
soliciting and addressing em-
ployee and participant feedback, 
training, education amongst 
staff members, and site visits. 
The Ecumenical Center, the 
certifying entity for the South 
Texas Trauma Informed Care 

Consortium certified the Court.
Reflejo Court Announces 6 

Graduation and Court of the 
Year Award

Last week, the Texas Associa-
tion of Specialty Courts (TASC) 
announced that Bexar County's 
Reflejo Court was selected as 
the TASC's Court of the Year. 
The Reflejo Court Team will 
be represented by Judge Ruben 
G. Reyes Outstanding Specialty 
Court Team Award at next 
month's annual TASC Confer-
ence in Fort Worth, Texas. 
This award comes on the heels 
of the Court's 6th Bi-Annual 
Graduation this past January. 
Reflejo Court has graduated 28 
participants since 2020 when 
it admitted its first participant. 

"This recognition, at the state-
wide level, affirms that the work 
we are doing with first time 
offenders of family violence is 
making a difference, not only in 
their individual lives, but in the 
lives of their family members 
and the community at large," 
commented Judge Rosie Speed-
lin Gonzalez who presides over 
Reflejo Court & Bexar County 
Court at Law No. 13.

Reflejo Court was the brain-
child of Judge Rosie Speedlin 
Gonzalez, her spouse Dr. Stacy 
Speedlin Gonzalez, Ph.D. (a 
published expert on Trauma 
and Addiction), and retired 
Judge Al Alonso. This special 
program targets first time of-
fenders of misdemeanor level 

family/domestic violence of-
fenses with a substance abuse 
issue. The program is voluntary 
and only open to defendants 
who express a desire to change 
their behavior and are willing 
to address their trauma and ad-
dictions. The program is 12-24 
months long. Reflejo Court also 
facilitates availability of sober 
housing (partners with Oxford 
Homes and other sober housing 
providers) and actively refers 
participants to the City of San 
Antonio's Ready to Work Pro-
gram. Other community part-
ners include, but are not limited 
to, the District Attorney's Of-
fice, Bexar County Adult Proba-
tion Dept., the Public Defender's 
Office, Bexar County Sheriff's 
Office, Lifetime Recovery, 

American Indians in Texas at 
the Spanish Colonial Missions, 
ALPHA Home, and the Center 
for Health Care Services.

"Reflejo Court changed my 
life," said Megan M., a program 
graduate who now works in the 
sober community helping others 
still suffering from their addic-
tions and needing help finding 
sobriety. Founded in 2019, Re-
flejo Court is one of a handful of 
Specialty Courts in the United 
States that works with offenders 
of family/domestic violence. Its 
mission is to transform the lives 
of the participants and, in the 
long run, reduce the number of 
family/domestic violence cases 
in Bexar County. 
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3rd Annual State of the Westside Event 
to Focus on Housing & Real Estate

Courtesy of 
Emily Hoopingarner 

On March 26, 2024, Prosper 
West San Antonio will host its 
3rd Annual State of the  West-
side Event at the Buena Vista 
Theater at the UTSA Downtown 
Campus.  

“The State of the Westside is 
an opportunity to take stock of 
all the progress being made on 
the Westside  by various organi-
zations including Prosper West, 
but to also note the immensity 
of the challenges that  still lie 
ahead. This event serves to rally 
our community for another year 
of fighting the good fight”, said  
Ramiro Gonzales, President 
and CEO of Prosper West San 
Antonio. 

Each year the event focuses 
on a particular component of the 
Westside economic ecosystem. 
Last year  the focus was on 
Education and Workforce De-
velopment. This year the focus 
is on Housing & Real Estate.  In 
addition to an economic report 
for the area and key project 
updates by Prosper West, the 
event will  also feature a pre-
sentation by John Ahmann with 
the Atlanta Westside Futures 
Fund and a panel  discussion 
that includes John Humphries, 
Housing Policy Advisor to 
Mayor Dickens in Atlanta, to 
discuss  a major revitalization 
and anti-displacement initiative 
happening there, elements of 
which could be  replicated here 
in San Antonio’s Westside. 

“We don’t have to reinvent 
the wheel. There are great ini-
tiatives happening around the 
country that can  be adapted 
to serve the Westside com-
munity. We are thrilled to have 
our friends from Atlanta come 
and  share their work and ex-
periences with us here in San 
Antonio”, said Henry Cisneros, 
Former HUD  Secretary and 
current Chairman of the ESTAR 
West Coalition. 

The event starts at 9am on 
March 26 and tickets are on 
sale for $25 each from the 
Prosper West website,  www.
prosperwestsa.org. Free tickets 
are available to the community 
upon request thanks to the  gen-
erous support from sponsors. 

Sponsorship opportunities are 
still available through March 
19th.  Contact Melinda Gonza-
lez at melinda@prosperwestsa.
org for more information. 

“The Westside faces numer-
ous challenges yet is primed for 
opportunities due to its vibrant 
history,  community, and en-
terprising spirit,” said Megan 
Legacy, Interim Board Chair of 
Prosper West and CEO of  SA 
Hope Center. “Through partner-
ship and collaboration, we can 
turn the tide of economic disin-
vestment  and bring prosperity 
back to this culturally-rich and 
family-oriented area. Our State 
of the Westside event  is the 
opportunity to reassess and re 
energize for the next year of 
work ahead.” 

Prosper West San Antonio is 
a nonprofit economic develop-
ment organization and City of 
San Antonio delegate agency 
responsible for advancing pros-
perity on the Westside. The or-
ganization has been responsible 
for fostering economic develop-
ment, promoting the develop-
ment and redevelopment of real 
estate, creating viable urban 
communities, and preserving 
the character, culture, and his-
tory of San Antonio’s Westside. 

For more information on the 
State of the Westside, please 
visit 

www.prosperwestsa.org 

or call    (210) 501- 0192.

TUESDAY
March 26, 2024

9am - 11am

Hosted by Prosper West San Antonio

TICKETS: $25 
*Limited discount tickets available, email

contact@prosperwestsa.org for information*

PURCHASE TICKETS 
AND SPONSORSHIPS AT:

https://WS2024.eventbrite.com

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE!
Contact melinda@prosperwestsa.org 

for more information
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